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Lions Glub ta 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - ‘Thanks to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many 
community service clubs and 
groups have been limited in par- 
ticipation as well as activity. 

However, the Agawam Lions 
Club has remained pretty active 
during the past year, attempt- 
ing to help the community in 
numerous ways, including vari- 
ous donations of food and other 
resources for people struggling 
due to the pandemic. 

Now, the Lions Club is find- 
ing a way to extend it’s reach 
even further. 

The club now features an ex- 
tension of itself called the Pio- 
neer Valley Virtual Lions. 

According to a press release 
from the Lions, the Pioneer Val- 
ley Virtual Lions are a “branch 
club” (or extension of) the Aga- 
wam Lions Club. We take much 
inspiration from nearly 60 years 
of Agawam Lions Clubs service 
to our community. Our team 
will expand on that legacy, but 
will meet virtually to make serv- 
ing our community more con- 
venient and accessible for busy 


king group virtual 





FILE PHOTO 


The Summer Concert Series at School Street Park is one event the Lions have been involved in. Now the Lions are trying to 
have a virtual group to continue its mission. 


parents and professionals. This 
an exciting new way to serve our 
community - we are proud to be 
the next generation of Lions. 
The PVVL proudly embod- 


ies the core human values of 
respect, acceptance, and empa- 
thy for all people and values the 
unique contributions and tal- 
ents of our individual members. 


Our team is currently seeking 
community representation from 
each town, city, and neighbor- 
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Vaccine 
Site opens 
at Big E 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - ‘The region is 
getting a boost in the pursuit 
achieving herd immunity in the 
Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts. Two new mass vaccination 
sites are set to open, with one of 
them opening this week in West 
Springfield. 

West Springfield Mayor Will 
Richelt and Agawam Mayor Wil- 
liam Sapelli were both advocat- 
ing in the past few months to 
get a vaccination site at the Big 
E, but the site was not chosen 
when mass vaccinations began. 
Instead, Gov. Charlie Baker and 
his team went with the Eastfield 
Mall. 

With supply expanding, and 
the availability to all adults also 
expanding, the Big E was chosen 
to come online as a vaccination 
site. 
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Unitied basketball action 


PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Dharbi Cooper participates in a Unified Basketball game between Agawam 
and Monson last week. More photos on page 9. 
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Town administration seeks to allow 
recreational marijuana cultivation 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Town of Aga- 
wam, though its city council, 
passed an ordinance barring the 
cultivation of recreational mari- 
juana despite state voters legal- 
izing it. 

While no dispensaries for 
medical marijuana exist, the 
town is allowing the cultivation 
of marijuana for medical purpos- 
es. 

Now, through an ordinance 
amendment, Mayor William 
Sapelli is looking for the Aga- 
wam City Council to potentially 
“change its mind.” 

Sapelli has filed an ordinance 
amendment to Chapter 180 seek- 
ing to allow the cultivation of rec- 
reational marijuana. 

According to his ordinance 
amendment, allowing a cultiva- 
tion operation would still “not 
permit the sale of recreational 
marijuana directly to consumers 
within the Town of Agawam.’ 

Sapelli states it is in the best 
interest of Agawam to allow the 


indoor cultivation of recreational 
marijuana. He states his admin- 
istration regularly receives inqui- 
ries about growing recreational 
marijuana. 

According to information sub- 
mitted by the law department on 
behalf of Sapelli, there is high de- 
mand for facilities to grow mar- 
ijuana to keep up with product 
demand, and there is continued 
interest in various sites in town 
to do so. 

According to Sapellis first 
proposal, only indoor cultivation 
would be allowed, but the town 
administration would be open to 
allowing outdoor cultivation as 
well. 

The major benefit is the tax 
revenue the town could stand to 
collect as well as additional pay- 
ments through a host community 
agreement. The town would have 
the ability to negotiate deals with 
marijuana companies to pay for 
the ability to operate in Agawam. 
Several other communities, in- 
cluding the City of Holyoke, have 
negotiated additional funding in 
addition to or in lieu of property 


taxes which have greatly benefit- 
ed the town. 

Sapelli has also submitted a 
second ordinance change which 
would amend the buffer formula 
and distance. 

The current regulations mea- 
sure buffer zones from parcel to 
parcel, where as Sapelli seeks to 
amend the ordinance from build- 
ing to building. He is also propos- 
ing lowering the buffer zone from 
500 feet to 225 feet. 

The ordinance change will not 
have a public hearing in front 
of the city council, but chang- 
es like this are often referred to 
the Planning Board. The Plan- 
ning Board will often hold public 
hearings for ordinance changes 
related to zoning, and then make 
its own recommendation to the 
city council. 

The ordinance change ap- 
peared as new business on the 
city council agenda on Tuesday 
night. Whether or not the ordi- 
nance changes were referred to 
the Planning Board or a subcom- 
mittee were not available as of 
press time. 
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One-woman show next for Applause Series 





SUBMITTED PHOTO 


An educational and entertaining look at 1890s fashion 
and society, Kandie Carle’s one-woman show The Victo- 
rian Lady - 1890s Gilded Age will be broadcast on Friday, 
May 7 on the Towns of Agawam’s and Southwick’s public 
access channels and streamed at 7 p.m. as part of the 
Agawam Cultural Council’s virtual Applause Series. 


AGAWAM - The 17th season of the Agawam 
Cultural Council’s popular Applause Series con- 
tinues virtually on Friday, May 7 with Kandie 
Carle's one-woman show ‘The Victorian Lady 
- 1890s Gilded Age. The pre-recorded perfor- 
mance will be presented on the Town of Aga- 
wams public access channel (Agawam TV15) at 
7 p.m. and streamed from the “Watch’ button on 
www.agawammedia.tv for those residing out- 
side of Agawam. ‘This performance is also being 
shown on the Town of Southwick’s TV15 at 7pm 
and streamed from the “Watch Channel 15” but- 
ton on www.southwickma.org/channel-15-pub- 
lic-access. Those who wish to watch on a smart 
device at a different time should email r.kadis@ 
comcast.net for a link for the performance. 

Dressed in vintage and authentically repro- 
duced undergarments, clothing, and accesso- 
ries, Carle highlights not only the differences, 
but also numerous similarities between con- 
temporary society and that of our Victorian an- 
cestors. Carle takes her audience on a journey of 
discovery by using clothing and accessories as 
tools, explaining how each layer and garment 
was worn, and when and where it was appropri- 
ate. Described as the “right mix of facts, humor, 
and history, the program is filled with intrigu- 
ing anecdotes about the home life of both sexes 
during a magnificent era in history. 

Production sponsors for The Victorian Lady 
- 1890s Gilded Age are Agawam City Councilor 


Rosemary Sandlin and PeoplesBank. The Aga- 
wam Cultural Council also thanks the Agawam 
Special Police, Elaine Carlson, Hampden County 
Sheriff Nick Cocchi, OMG, Inc., and the South- 
wick Cultural Council for their generous support 
as Applause Series season sponsors. 

In lieu of the in-person free will donations 
the Agawam Cultural Council (ACC) normal- 
ly accepts at the conclusion of all its events, 
(which support fully 40% of the cost of each per- 
formance), the council asks viewers to consider 
making a properly “socially distanced” donation 
to support efforts to “Give Back to the Com- 
munity” by visiting the ACC web site www.aga- 
wamcc.org and clicking on the green “Donate” 
button. A check in any amount, payable to the 
Agawam Cultural Council, may also be sent to: 
Agawam Cultural Council, Town Hall, 36 Main 
Street, Agawam MA 01001. 

For more information on the activities and 
virtual offerings of the Agawam Cultural Council 
during this time of social distancing, please vis- 
it their web site, www.agawamcc.org. The Aga- 
wam Cultural Council is an all-volunteer local 
partner of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency, and is funded, in part, by the MCC. 
The ACC is charged with bringing engaging, en- 
tertaining, and educational events and oppor- 
tunities in the arts, humanities, and sciences, to 
children and adults from Agawam and the sur- 
rounding communities. 





Agawam Garden Club planning 


Missing child identified 


in Chicopee drowning 


CHICOPEE - On Wednesday, April 
14, the Chicopee Police Department Un- 
derwater Response Team was actively 
conducting a search of the Chicopee and 
Connecticut Rivers as part of an ongoing 
search and recovery operation for a miss- 
ing boy from Chicopee. 

At 11:15 a.m., officers located a body 
in the water in between the North End 
Bridge and Memorial Bridge. The Chicop- 
ee Police Detective Bureau and the Mas- 
sachusetts State Police Detective Unit 
assigned to the Hampden District Attor- 


ney s Office were called to the scene. 

The victim was transported to the 
Hampden County Medical Examiner's 
Office, and has been identified as Aiden 
Blanchard, 12, of Chicopee. This is an 
on-going investigation being conducted 
by the Chicopee Police Department and 
the Massachusetts State Police assigned 
to the Hampden District Attorneys Of- 
fice. 

Hampden District Attorney Anthony 
Gulluni offers his sympathies to the Aid- 
ens family during this difficult time. 


Property tax bills due May 3 


AGAWAM - The fourth quarter actual 
real estate and personal property tax bills 
for fiscal year 2021 are due in the Town of 
Agawam Collector's office by 4:30 p.m. on 
Monday, May 3. Bills may be paid online 
at www.agawam.ma.us, by mail in the 
envelope provided, or put in of the two 
drop boxes that are provided outside the 
Agawam Town Hall door for your conve- 


nience. Fourth quarter payment notices 
were mailed March 31. By law, bills were 
mailed to owners of record as of Jan. 1, 
2020. Any new homeowner or anyone 
who has not received their real estate or 
personal property tax bill should contact 
the Tax Collector's office immediately to 
obtain the bill amount. You can reach the 
office by calling (413) 786-0400 ext. 8218. 





2021 programs queagy 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Garden Club 
has been putting plans together for 2021 
programs. The club will hold outdoor meet- 
ings the second Tuesday of the month. The 
first being June 8 with a presentation by 
Sally Killips on planting containers with 
a variety of foliage plants. Plans are also 
in the works for the clubs annual plant 
sale. The sale will be held June 5 at the 
Feeding Hills Congregational Church, 21 





N Westfield Street. Many perennials from 
members gardens along with annuals and 
vegetable plants will be on sale for bargain 


prices. In compliance with Covid proto- 
cols masks and social distancing will be 
required for all events. 





Crafters needed for St. John’s 
Church first-ever outdoor fair 


AGAWAM - St. John the Evangelist 
Church is excited to host its first-ever 
Outdoor Craft Fair, Saturday, May 1, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., 833 Main Street, Agawam. 
Crafters are welcome to request an appli- 
cation by contacting Andreana Perkins, 
413.786.8105, or sje.information@gmail. 
com. A rain date is set for May 8. 

There is a $35 non-refundable fee, and 
a request for one craft item to be donated 


to the Raffle Tent (value of $20). 

Crafters will have access to a designat- 
ed 10 x 10 outdoor space, which will in- 
clude a six-foot table and chair. There are 
limited number of spaces with electricity 
that are available on a first-come, first- 
serve basis. 

Interested crafters can contact Andre- 
ana Perkins at 413.786-8105, or sje.infor- 
mation@gmail.com. 


Town to sell compost bins, great way to recycle 


AGAWAM - Composting is a great 
way to recycle our organic “waste” into a 
beneficial soil amendment for our yards 
and gardens. Composting at home can 
also help reduce methane production 
at landfills. Using the compost in our 
landscapes helps store carbon in the 
soil instead of releasing it to the atmo- 
sphere. And you can reduce your trash 





by 50 percent or more by composting 
leaves, grass clippings, garden debris, 
fruit peels, vegetable scraps, tea bags, 
coffee grounds, egg shells, paper towels, 
napkins and even paper bags. 

It’s easy to make compost, and the 
Town of Agawam makes it even easier 
by offering rodent-resistant home com- 
posting bins for $25, more than 40% off 
the retail price. 

“Composting is an effective way 
to help the environment and reduce 
waste. stated Mayor William Sapelli. 
“We are pleased Agawam is able to offer 
these compost bins at a reduced rate to 
the residents. Many residents have been 
waiting for theses since we had to cancel 
distribution in 2020 due to Covid-19 re- 
strictions. According the Environmen- 
tal Project Coordinator Tracy DeMaio, a 
portion of the cost is funded by a grant 
awarded by the Mass Department of En- 
vironmental Protection. 

The New Age Composter is made in 
Massachusetts, constructed of thick, 
rugged 100% recycled plastic. The com- 
poster is adjustable and has a capacity 
of 24 cubic feet, the equivalent of about 
12 bags of leaves. It has a cone shaped 


floor and cover which provide air and 
moisture to the composting material, re- 
quiring a minimum maintenance while 
producing compost in about 3 months. 

The compost bin helps hold in heat 
and moisture, keep animals out, and 
look more attractive than open com- 
post heaps. Organic material will start 
to turn to compost in the bin in 3 to 6 
months. Compost, known as “black 
gold” to gardeners, replenishes nutri- 
ents in the soil, helps retain moisture, 
makes the soil easy to work, and helps 
plants resist disease. Compost makes 
plants healthy so they can overcome ad- 
verse conditions without pesticides or 
chemical fertilizers. 

The town will again be taking orders 
with payment through Friday, April 
30th. Order forms are available online 
at www.agawam.ma.us. Orders must 
be mailed to the Department of Public 
Works, 1000 Suffield Street, with pay- 
ment in the form of a check made out 
to the Town of Agawam. All pre-ordered 
compost bins should be picked up at the 
loading dock area of the DPW Wednes- 
day, May 19 between 3 and 5 p.m. or by 
appointment. 


Lions offering 
Veteran’s Lunch 


AGAWAM - We are humbled to share 
that a Veteran's Lunch will be offered by 
the Agawam Lions Club in partnership 
with the Building Bridges Program at St. 
David's Episcopal Church, 699 Springfield 
St., Feeding Hills, MA on Tuesday, May 4 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Lunch will 
be pick-up style (no dine in option at this 
time) and will consist of a variety of six- 
inch grinders and sides. We hope to see 
our Veterans and acquaintances there. 

The Agawam Lions Club is pleased to 
partner with the Building Bridges Vet- 
erans Initiative, a program of the Epis- 
copal Diocese of Western Massachu- 
setts, to provide these meals. For more 
information, please visit https://www. 
buildingbridgeswma.com. Please help us 
spread the word to veterans, families, and 
friends in our community. It is our plea- 
sure to serve you! 

For more information on the Agawam 
Lions Club and our upcoming communi- 
ty events and service projects, please visit 
us on Facebook or at www.agawamlions. 
org. 





AGAWAM - For a limited time Coo- 
pers Gifts Apparel Home of Agawam is 
accepting donations of professional at- 
tire for Dress for Success of Western Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Interview-appropriate womens cloth- 
ing, shoes and accessories will be collect- 
ed at Coopers through Sept. 30. 

“We invite everyone to spring-clean 
their closets and change a life, said Kate 
Gourde, Owner of Cooper's Gifts Apparel 
Home. 

Donations must be like-new, clean 
and on hangers. All professional attire 
is welcome, but DFS has expressed that 
their greatest current needs are for petite 
and plus sizes, like-new shoes, especially 
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size 8 and up and purses. No casual cloth- 
ing, please. 

“Just ask yourself ‘Would I wear this 
to an interview?’ If the answer is yes, 
Dress for Success can put it to good use, 
Gourde said. 

The mission of Dress for Success 
(DFS) is to empower women to achieve 
economic independence by providing a 
network of support, professional attire 
and development tools to help women 
thrive in work and in life. They provide 
each client with professional attire to 
secure employment, but they are about 
much more than simply a new outfit. Be- 
sides physically equipping the client with 
apparel and accessories, their programs 
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Alcohol nip recycling project 
launched to help curb litter 


REGION - The Pioneer Valley Virtual 
Lions are excited to launch our “Recycle 
The Nip” project. We aim to positively 
address the issue of alcohol nip litter in 
our communities, as well as bring aware- 
ness to impaired driving. Like many in 
the Pioneer Valley, we are parents and 
professionals that care deeply about our 
children and teens having a clean and 
safe community to live, learn and play in. 

We invite youth and families in our 
communities to share how they are re- 
sponsible stewards of the environment 
in the Pioneer Valley, and to have some 
fun while doing it! Now through April 30, 
participants will share an original photo 
or video on Instagram or TikTok and use 
the hashtag #RecycleTheNip to be en- 
tered in the contest. One $300 Visa Gift 
Card winner will be chosen at random 
from Instagram entrants and one $300 
Visa Gift Card winner will be chosen at 
random from TikTok entrants. Both win- 
ners will be announced on May Ist on 
our Facebook page. 

Get creative in how you show your 
love for the environment and remem- 
ber - you can craft a unique message, a 


photo, a drawing, a video, etc. about any- 
thing relating to the environment, not 
just nip litter, or litter in general. Have 
fun, be safe, and stay away from road- 
ways and bodies of water, please. 

Additionally, we are launching a lawn 
sign sales campaign. For a $20 donation, 
supporters will receive a “Don't Litter” 
lawn sign to display in front of their 
home or business. The sign artwork was 
done by 9-year old Agawam resident, 
Luciana, after her neighborhood was 
repeatedly littered with nip bottles. $5 
from the sale of every sign is being do- 
nated to the GoFundMe campaign for 
Mr. Jack Coughlin, a well-known Aga- 
wam resident and environmental advo- 
cate. Each sign purchase will enter the 
supporter into a raffle for a $300 Visa 
Gift Card which will be chosen at ran- 
dom on May Ist and announced on our 
Facebook page. Signs will be available 
for purchase at www.agawamlions.org 
and will be delivered free of charge to 
homes and businesses 

Learn more by visiting the Pioneer 
Valley Virtual Lions on Facebook and In- 
stagram, @PioneerValleyLions. 
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furnish her with a confidence that she 
carries forever and the knowledge that 
she can actively define her life, the direc- 
tion she takes and what success means to 
her. 

“We have held clothing drives for DFS 
for years; our customers consider it a 
convenience. Especially for people West 
of the river, it’s easier to bring donations 
here than up to the DFS Boutique on Bos- 
ton Road, Gourde said. Items may be 
brought to the shop anytime during the 
month of April. Cooper's is located at 161 
Main St., Agawam, and is open Tuesday 
to Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sundays 12 noon 
to 4 p.m. 


Professional attire donations sought for program 


“This drive coincides with Dress for 
Success as our April Round Up charity; so 
it’s the perfect time to spread the word of 
their mission and really help them out, 
Gourde said. 

Each month, Gourde chooses a lo- 
cal charity to receive the profits of the 
stores Round Up program through which 
customers are invited to round up their 
purchase total to the next dollar amount. 
Gourde will then match 50% of the total 
collected. The program has donated over 
$30,000 to local organizations since its in- 
ception in 2014. More information on the 
Round Up program and how to nominate 
a charity, may be found on Cooper's web- 
site www.coopersgifts.com/round-up/ 


Valley Press Club scholarship 
deadline extended to May 7 


AGAWAM - Deadline for The Valley 
Press Club Scholarships for students who 
are interested in pursuing a career in jour- 
nalism, has been extended to Friday, May 7. 

Scholarships available are: 

« The Valley Press Club Scholarships, 
funded by contributions and dues to the 
Press Club, are for students planning ca- 
reers in print, online or broadcast journal- 
ism. 
« The Republican Scholarship, funded by 
The Republican, is for students living with- 
in the newspaper's circulation area who are 
planning careers in print journalism. 

« The 22News Scholarship, funded by 
WWLP-22News is for students planning 
careers in broadcast journalism. 

« The Edward J. Malley Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship, established in memory of 
a chief photographer for the Springfield 
Newspapers, is for students planning ca- 
reers in photojournalism. 

« The Rhonda Swan Memorial Schol- 
arship, established in memory of the 
award-winning journalist, editor and au- 
thor, is for students who are underrepre- 
sented, in the Springfield, Mass. area, plan- 
ning careers in journalism. 


¢ The Al Jaffe Scholarship, funded by Mr. 
Jaffe, the Valley Press Clubs first scholar- 
ship recipient in 1964, who retired in 2015 
as vice president of talent negotiation and 
production recruitment at ESPN, is for stu- 
dents planning careers in broadcast jour- 
nalism or sports journalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on career 
goals, writing ability, scholastic aptitude 
and overall achievement as measured by 
an applicant's high school transcript, class 
rank, academic awards, SAT scores and ex- 
tracurricular activities. 

Scholarship applications are available 
at www. ValleyPressClub.com. Applications 
may be sent by mail to Noreen Tassinari, 
VPC Scholarship Chair, Eastern States 
Exposition, 1305 Memorial Avenue, West 
Springfield, MA 01089 or electronically to 
NTassinari@TheBigE.com. The deadline for 
submissions is now May 7. Over the course 
of five decades, The Valley Press Club has 
presented over $130,000 in scholarships to 
eligible students. 

The Valley Press Club consists of active 
and retired journalists and public relations 
professionals from corporate and nonprof- 
it organizations. 


Resources available at public library for mental health issues 


AGAWAM - May is Mental Health Aware- 
ness month and this year it is more import- 
ant than ever. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
taken a toll on the mental health of so many 
people. Even though we are turning a corner 
in warding off this virus and getting back 
to the life we used to know, we still need to 
be keenly aware of any effects this pandem- 
ic has taken on our mental health and the 
mental health of our families. 

Mental health issues in children and 
teens can look like: 

- Persistent sadness for two or more 
weeks 

¢ Withdrawing from or avoiding social 
interactions 

¢ Outbursts or extreme irritability 

« Drastic changes in mood, behavior or 
personality 

- Changes in eating habits 

- Difficulty sleeping 

« Frequent headaches or stomachaches 

¢ Difficulty concentrating 

Some things you can do to support kids 


and teens struggling with mental health are: 

« Care for your childrens mental health 
just as you do for their physical health. 

- Talk to your child’s teacher, close 
friends, relatives or other caregivers to see 
if they ve noticed changes in your child's 
behavior. Share this information with your 
child's doctor. 

- Let your children know that everyone 
experiences pain, fear, sadness, worry, and 
anger and that these emotions are a normal 
part of life, encourage them to talk about 
their concerns and to express their emo- 
tions. 

¢ Be a role model—talk about your own 
feelings 

« Find new ways to communicate if 
talking isn't working. You could trying shar- 
ing thoughts in a notebook since writing 
about emotions can be easier than talking 
about them for some people. 

There are many websites that offer sup- 
port including: 

« Agawam Public Schools — Care Solace 


Page 

https://sites.google.com/view/agawam- 
familyresourcecenter/care-solace?authus- 
er=0&fbclid=IwAR1YXAgPfh8csvEBu0dI- 
F1LYw-HE2|tn9r_dMjJQmoRX8MaYxXxhriv2x- 
UmWIk 

« Center for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion — Children’s Mental Disorders 

https://www.cdc.gov/childrensmental- 
health/symptoms.html 

« Help Guide — Parents Guide to Teen De- 
pression 

https://www.helpguide.org/articles/de- 
pression/parents-guide-to-teen-depression. 
htm 

There are many books that can offer sup- 
port including: 

¢ For preschool to grade 1: Hibernate 
With Me by Benjamin Scheuer. In this book 
Big Bear and Small Bear share a story of 
love--steadfast, gentle, and strong. 

« For grades 2-5: My Mixed Emotions: 
Help Your Kids Handle Their Feelings by 
Elinor Greenwood. My Mixed Emotions ex- 


plores the four main emotions, the reasons 
why we feel them, and the science behind 
each one. 

¢ For grades 5-8: Outsmarting Worry: 
An Older Kids Guide To Managing Anxiety 
by Dawn Huebner. This book teaches older 
kids about a specific set of skills that makes 
it easier to face and overcome worries and 
fears, and normalizes their symptoms pro- 
viding a set of concrete steps to overcome 
them. 

¢ For Teens: Feeling Better: Cbt Work- 
book For Teens by Rachel Hunt. With this 
workbook, teens will learn real strategies for 
overcoming obstacles and living the life they 
want using Cognitive Behavioral Therapy 
(CBT). 

Feel free to ask a librarian at the Agawam 
Public Library for more books or resourc- 
es that could help you or your family. The 
Agawam Public Library is open 9 a.m. to 7 
p-m. on Mondays-Thursdays, and 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Fridays. No appointments are nec- 
essary. 


Free document shredding event set for residents Saturday, May 15 


AGWAM - The Town of Agawam will 
host a free document shredding event for 
residents on Saturday, May 15 from 8 a.m. 
to 10 a.m. at the DPW Annex, 1000 Suffield 
Street. 

Valley Green Shredding will provide an 
on-site mobile shred unit to securely and 
confidentially shred residential documents 
for free. In an effort to service as many Aga- 
wam residents as possible, residents are 
asked to limit their confidential documents 
to 2 standard size boxes or 2 recycling bins 
per vehicle. All three-ring binders and 


binder clips should be removed. Paper 
clips, staples, spiral bound notebooks are 
all acceptable. Due to COVID-19, safe- 
ty protocols will be in place. Participants 
will be required to wear a mask, remain in 
their vehicle, and place all materials in the 
trunk, bed trunk, or cargo area of the vehi- 
cle. Staff will not accept material from the 
front seats of the vehicle. If you are sick or 
awaiting COVID test results, please do not 
attend the event. For additional informa- 
tion please contact the Department of Pub- 
lic Works at 821-0624 
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When can | get 
benefits from my 
ex-spouse? 


By Russell Gloor 


SOCIAL 
SECURITY 
MATTERS 


ear Rusty: I know that I am able 
[): get Social Security from my 

ex-husband. We were married 
for 16 years and I have not remarried. 
I will be 60 soon and he is 63. I do not 
know if he is retired yet, as we do not 
speak. Please advise when I can col- 
lect and how to go about the process. 
Signed: Divorced Lady 

Dear Divorced Lady: Since you were 
married to your ex for more than 10 
years and havent remarried, you may 
be able to collect a spousal benefit from 
your ex-husband when you are 62-years- 
old. Your eligibility will depend upon 
the amount of your own personal Social 
Security benefit compared to your ex's 
benefit amount, but you cannot collect 
an ex-spouse benefit before age 62. To 
be eligible for a benefit from your ex- 
spouse, you must also claim your per- 
sonal Social Security from your own life- 
time work record, and when you claim 
your own benefit, an ex-spouse benefit 
will be given, if you are entitled to one. 

To be eligible for a benefit from your 
ex-spouse, your personal Social Secu- 
rity retirement benefit at your own full 
retirement age (FRA) must be less than 
50% of the benefit your ex-husband 
would get at his FRA (note that FRA 
amounts are used for this determina- 
tion, regardless of the age at which ei- 
ther of you claim Social Security). If your 
FRA benefit amount is less than half of 
his FRA benefit amount, then you will 
be entitled to a “spousal boost” to bring 
your total payment up to your spousal 
entitlement. But taken at age 62, both of 
those amounts will be reduced. 

Your full retirement age is 67, and 
if you claim any Social Security bene- 
fit before that it will be reduced. At 62, 
your personal Social Security retire- 
ment benefit will be cut by 30% and 
your spousal boost will also be reduced. 
So, at age 62, the total amount of bene- 
fit you could get (your own benefit plus 
your spousal boost) would be about 
32.5% of your ex-husband's FRA benefit 
amount. Nonetheless, if you are com- 
fortable with these benefit reductions, 
you can claim at age 62, or any age 
thereafter, by contacting Social Security 
or, when the time comes, apply online at 
www.ssa.gov/applyforbenefits.You will 
need to provide Social Security with a 
copy of your marriage certificate and 
your final divorce decree, and you will 
need to know your ex-husband's Social 
Security number. If you do not know his 
Social Security number, youll need to 
provide his parents names and his date 
and place of birth. 

If you wish to find out in advance 
whether youre entitled to an ex-spouse 
benefit and how much it is estimated to 
be, you can contact Social Security at 
1.800-772-1213, or call your local Social 
Security office. You can find the local 
office number at www.ssa.gov/locator. 
Please note that all Social Security of- 
fices are temporarily closed to public 
access due to the pandemic, so calling 
them is your best current option to get 
an estimate of your spousal benefit. 

One final caution: if you claim Social 
Security before your full retirement age 
and you are working, you ll be subject to 
Social Security's “earnings test” which 
limits how much you can earn before 
they take back some of your benefits. 

This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not repre- 
sent legal or financial guidance. It pres- 
ents the opinions and interpretations 
of the AMAC Foundations staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 


SECURITY I page 11 





(VAVE 


Pol tTicat.c pach Mabel 


TOONS. Com 


(Guest Column 











Yesterday's Hometown News 


By Walt Willard 


Happy 100th 
Eloise Clark 


loise (Magoon) Clark was born in Vermont 
on April 3, 1921. She had to walk nearly four 


miles to her high school in Williamstown. 
When she was about to start her senior year she 
was hired by a Barre, Vt. family to stay with them 
and help them out while she completed her senior 
year at their Spaulding High School. 

The next three years Eloise attended Johnson 
College. Instead of finishing she took on a teach- 
ing job at asmall one-room Vermont schoolhouse. 
When her family moved down to Springfield, Ma. 
she followed and worked in factories that had war- 
time military contracts. When the contracts ex- 
pired Eloise got her college degree from Castleton 
College, graduating in 1945. 

In September of 1945, Agawam hired Eloise to 
teach fourth and fifth grade. She was later assigned 
to the Faolin Peirce School in 1949 and taught first 
grade there until 1972. Her last three years before 
retiring in 1975 were at the Robinson School. 

In 1947 Eloise went to a dance at Touraine Hall 
in Springfield. She met a WWII Army vet and AHS 
1941 grad Harold Clark. They married in 1948 and 
by 1952 they had two sons, James and Russell. 

Harold got his Master's degree from Springfield 
College and taught science at Agawam High from 


1955 to 1980, retiring as the head of the depart- 
ment. He loved to fish and went fishing to Mooseh- 
ead Lake in Maine every summer with Cliff Kibbe. 
Thinking about that twosome always made me 
laugh to myself because it would be hard to think 
of two teachers more opposite than Harold and 
Cliff. Both great guys but one a lot quieter than the 
other. 

Edith La Francis in her book Agawam Massa- 
chusetts said that the Peirce School first opened in 
1917 and had four more rooms added on in 1924. 
The 1955 Mannings Directory listed these people 
working at the Peirce School : principal, Thelma 
Meadon; teachers : Carol Knight, Ada Bready, 
Mrs. Marguerite Dacey, Vincent Valentine, Mrs. 
Joan Winton, Margaret Cruise, Mrs. Beverly Lu- 
kasiewicz, Mrs. Corrinne Arsenault, Mrs. Eileen 
Courtney, John Erickson, Thomas Harrington, Mrs 
Dorothy Harris, Mrs. Nancy Hastings and Irene 
Walinski. 

When I asked Eloise if she had my classmate 
Dennis Nutbrown as a student she said yes and 
told me where he had lived on North St. When I 
asked if she had Gary Cole who also lived on North 
St.; she explained that the first grades were divided 
in half alphabetically and that Gary was in the oth- 
er first grade class which was the beginning of the 
alphabet. That was nearly 70 years ago. Not bad 
for someone one hundred. Not bad for anyone any 
age. A truly remarkable lady. 

Our class of 1963 brought Mrs. Clark to our last 
class reunion in 2018 and I promised her that we 
will be at her door again in 2023. 


Enjoy Earth Day while rethinking your gardening 


ie-hard gardeners celebrate 


matter. No matter how you garden, be 


Earth Day year round, I feel. n ae N it vegetables, flowers, herbs, fruits or 
We take pleasure in our yards G RDE even shrubs, each benefit from a yearly 


and the bounty our gardens produce. 
But when the formal holiday of April 
22nd approaches, I pause, analyze my 
own practices and make sure they are 
still in tune with my beliefs. While not 
a purist, I generally try to tread lightly 


ing ideals borrowed from previous col- 
umns and add them to your own routines. 

Feed the soil, not the plant. Have your soil test- 
ed and ask for organic recommendations to cor- 
rect nutrient deficiencies. Replenishing your gar- 
den with amendments like rock phosphate and 
greensand will help to create long-lasting nutrient 
storehouses. Healthy soil will produce plants that 
are less prone to insect and disease problems. 

Start a compost pile. Layer your vegetable and 
yard waste, keep it moist and give it a turn; after a 
few days turn it again. After a short time it will de- 
compose, leaving behind a great source of organic 


ee an 





on Mother Earth. I encourage you to ~ ROBERTA compost or manure to five parts water 
take inventory this week as well, and if MCQUAID and allow it to sit for a week or more. 
so inspired, adopt some of the follow- Sr eae Strain before foliar feeding your plants. 


top dressing of “black gold’ 

Make compost tea. Are your trans- 
plants looking a little pale? Rather 
than sprinkling them with “blue wa- 
ter, perk them up with home-brewed 
compost tea. Mix one part well-rotted 


Or, take a cup of the manure, pop it in 
a square of muslin and let it steep in a five gallon 
bucket. Fill your watering can no straining nec- 
essary. 

Shop Mom and Pop. Develop a relationship 
with the garden center you buy your plants and 
gardening supplies from. Ask them to carry organ- 
ic seeds, potting soils and pest control options. 
A friend of mine pestered one local company so 
much that they now carry everything I mentioned 
above as well as organic livestock feed. 
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Eloise Clark celebrates her 100th birthday 


AGAWAM - On April 3, Eloise Clark celebrated her 
100th birthday. Clark was born in Vermont on April 3, 1921, 
and moved to Agawam when she got married to her hus- 
band Harold. 

Clark always smiles at the numbers for her birthday, as 
they say 4/3/21. 

Clark and her husband, Harold moved to Agawam 
where they raised a family of two sons, James and Russell. 
They also had two grandsons, Andrew and Eric. 

She taught first grade for many years in the Agawam 
Public Schools, primarily at Peirce School (now the Aga- 
wam Police Station). 

She taught hundreds of pupils and trained more than a 
dozen student teachers. She was an inspiration to all with 
her innovative teaching style. 

On Friday, April 2, Clark was paid a surprise visit by 
Mayor William Sapelli. He presented her with a proclama- 
tion honoring her on her 100th birthday. 

Clark was thrilled and shared several stories of her for- 
mer students and their families. The mayor was stunned by 
her great memory. 

School Committee member Shelley Borgatti-Reed also 
joined the mayor and asked Clark if she remembered her. 
Not only did Clark remember her former first grade stu- 
dent but told her some stories of when she was in her class 
along with a story about Shelley's mom, Stella. Borgat- 
ti-Reed was touched. 

On Saturday, April 3, Clark had another surprise in 
store. Her grandsons, Andrew and Eric, her son, Russell 
and her nephew and his wife, Alan and Linda Bacon with 
their family, came to celebrate. Two family friends, San- 
dy Carrington and Leslie Young along with two former 
student teachers, Rosemary Arnold and Jackie Toussaint 
planned an outdoor, socially-distanced picnic. 


Editors Note: In last weeks edition, we ran an ar- 
ticle and photos about the 100th birthday of Eloise 
Clark. Due to an error, she was incorrectly identified 
throughout the article as Eloise Magoon, her maiden 


name. We greatly regret this error. In response, we are 
re-running the article in its entirety in this weeks pa- 
per in honor of her milestone birthday. Further, a trib- 
ute to her by Walt Willard is on the editorial page. 


send Us Your 
Summer Event 
Information 






SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Top left photo, Clark celebrates her 100th birthday two weeks ago 
with her family. Bottom left photo, Eloise Clark visits with Mayor Wil- 
liam Sapelli at her 100th birthday celebration. Above, Eloise Clark 
shows off a proclamation from Mayor William Sapelli. 
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What to know about the coronavirus variants 


Q&A with 


Dr. Armando Paez, 
chief of the 
Infectious Disease 
Division at 
Baystate Health 


SPRINGFIELD - Despite leading the 
world in COVID-19 infections and being 
well-equipped with an unsurpassed ge- 
nome sequencing infrastructure, the Unit- 
ed States found itself in the unfortunate 
position of falling well behind other coun- 
tries in sequencing coronavirus genomes 
and getting ahead of emerging variants. 

Now back on track and identifying vari- 
ants that have begun in the United States, 
including in New York and California, sci- 
entists are increasing their COVID-19 se- 
quencing efforts as many question: “Should 
I be worried over the variants?” 

Dr. Armando Paez, chief in the Infec- 
tious Disease Division at Baystate Health, 
answers some pressing questions about 
what role the variants are playing in the 
ongoing pandemic. 


Q: Are the coronavirus variants that have 
emerged over the past few months a cause of 
concern for epidemiologists? 

A: Any time a new variant of the novel 
coronavirus SARSCoV?2 is discovered, there 
is cause for concern. The major variants re- 
ported not only in the U.S., but also in oth- 
er parts of the world, B.1.1.7 (UK), B.1.351 
(South Africa) and the P.1 (Brazil) are found 
to be more infectious that the original SAR- 
SCoV2 strain. More recently, home-grown 
variants, B.1.526 from New York City and 
California variant B.1.427/B.1.429, have 
also been reported. Any of the variants can 
become the circulating strain in a popu- 
lation and can spread easily to others in a 
geometric fashion. This carries significant 
public health importance and urgency as 
more people can get sick at the same time 
and overwhelm the healthcare system. 
Scientists are still studying these vari- 
ants and are also on the lookout for new 
ones that are emerging. More recently, the 
B.1.1.7 (UK) variant, thought to be just eas- 
ily transmissible, is now associated with a 
higher risk of dying from COVID-19 based 
on a peer-reviewed study. Depending on 
the variant, the mutations (changes in the 
genetic code) can confer resistance to some 
available COVID-19 treatments. For exam- 
ple, bamlanivimab, a COVID-19 monoclo- 
nal antibody authorized for the treatment 
of mild-moderate COVID-19 is thought to 


Virtual support groups offered 
for patients facing cancer 


VIRTUAL - During a cancer journey 
patients and their families often benefit 
from the support of others. Beginning 
April 1, virtual support groups will be held 
by Camille St.Onge, LICSW and oncology 
social worker. The groups are offered with 
the support of funds raised by the Walk of 
Champions event or fundraisers. 

“Offering support groups virtual- 
ly brings people together regardless of 
their location, said St. Onge. “Sharing 
concerns with a support group can be a 
beneficial way for people facing cancer 
to get the help they need to cope with 
the physical and emotional concerns that 
arise during and after a cancer diagnosis. 
While support and self-help groups can 
vary greatly, groups share one thing in 
common, they are a place where people 
can share personal stories, express emo- 
tions, and be heard in an atmosphere of 
acceptance, understanding, and encour- 
agement.’ 


be ineffective against B.1.341 (South Africa) 
variant. Thus, the variants also carry clin- 
ical importance for COVID-19 patients. 
However, not all COVID-19 treatments 
may be significantly impacted by the vari- 
ants. For example, mutations identified in 
these new variants have not significantly 
changed the part of the virus that rem- 
desivir, an FDA-approved drug for severe 
COVID-19, targets. 


Q: What do these new variants from the 
United Kingdom, South Africa, and Brazil, as 
well as those that have originated in the US., 
share in common, and what makes them dif- 

ferent from the original COVID-19? 

A: All of these five variants mentioned 
above have mutations in the spike protein 
that allow them to latch on better to and in- 
fect human cells, making them more trans- 
missible (up to 50% more). All of these vari- 
ants have now been detected in the United 
States, and according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the 
UK variant is expected to become the dom- 
inant strain in the U.S. by the end of March. 
There are currently, 3,136 cases of the vari- 
ant in our country as of March 7, according 
to the CDC. 

Early on, South African researchers be- 
lieved their variant could evade antibodies 
produced by the immune system. This can 
imply possible reinfection to occur as the 
antibodies cannot neutralize the variant 
virus. This was seen in the P.1 (Brazil) vari- 
ant. Scientists continue to study how these 
variants can potentially evade immunity to 
COVID-19. 


Q: Are the new variants more deadly? 

A: This is an evolving story, Initially, sci- 
entists thought that there was no evidence 
that the infection from any of the variants 
is more deadly than the old strain. A recent 
study suggests that there is an association 
of B.1.1.7(UK) variant with higher risk of 
dying from COVID-19. I expect that more 
information will be available regarding the 
other variants in the near future. 


Q: Why did it take a while before we began 
to see different variants of the coronavirus? 

A: Viruses such as SARSCoV?2, the virus 
behind COVID-19, naturally mutate and 
viral variants occur. Many variants emerge 
and disappear, but some persist because 
their accumulated mutations offer a “sur- 
vival of the fittest” advantage among others 
over time to become the dominant circu- 
lating virus. 


Q: Is there a difference between a variant 
of the virus and a mutation, and which is 
more problematic? 

A: A viral mutation refers to specific 
changes or alterations in the gene of the 


The support groups are designed to 


help patients, their families and caregiv- 
ers cope with the challenges of a cancer 
diagnosis. 

Beginning April 1, virtual support 
croup offered include: 

« General Cancer Support Group: first 
Wednesday of each month, 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

- Partners in Caregiving: second 
Wednesday of each month, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

- Expressive Writing through Cancer, 
third Wednesday of each month, 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

« Breast Cancer Support Group, fourth 
Wednesday of each month, 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

All meetings are held virtually due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. For more infor- 
mation contact Camille St. Onge, LICSW, 
Oncology Social Worker by calling 413- 
239-7239 or by email at cstomagin@ 
gmail.com. 





virus. This is a natural occurrence in the 
life of a virus, particularly an RNA virus 
like the coronavirus. Some mutations do 
not change how the virus behaves, but 
some do affect its characteristics related 
to its ability to attach to the host cell, for 
example. This can potentially confer high- 
er risk of transmission of infection given a 
number of viral particles compared to the 
old strain. A variant refers to a virus with 
slight changes in the genetic codes due to 
these mutations. Depending on the effect 
on how the virus behaves due to the genet- 
ic changes, whether a single mutation or a 
combination of mutations, it may or may 
not be problematic. It can be problematic 
to the host, but offers an advantage to the 
virus to survive. A variant may become 
the dominant strain because of its survival 
advantage in a given environment. What is 
also important to remember is that if there 
is more viral replications occurring, let 
us say, more infections in the community, 
there is a greater chance for more muta- 
tions to occur. That is why interrupting the 
cycle of transmission can lessen the chance 
of variants to occur. 


Q: Why are these variants more easily 
transmissible? 

A: The variants have mutations in the 
spike protein enabling them to latch on 
and infect human cells more easily. Many of 
these mutations are in the receptor binding 
domain of the virus. The mutation E484K, 
common in these variants, can increase 
the affinity of viral protein with its recep- 
tor, thus explaining its ability to be easily 
transmitted. 


Q: Since these variants are more trans- 
missible, does that mean the recommended 
safety precautions will no longer work to pre- 
vent spread of the virus? 

A: Currently recommended safety pre- 
cautions — vaccination, social distancing, 
mask wearing, handwashing, and _isola- 
tion and quarantine - should still work in 
preventing infections from these variants. 
Again, if these variants are not given a 
chance to replicate, the less chance they 
have to further evolve and survive in the 
community. 


Q: If the same precautions are enough, 
why do scientists say more people could be- 
come infected in the months ahead? 

A: Vaccine rollout in the U.S. is now 
making progress, but we are not yet at 
the level of herd immunity, estimated to 
be 60-70% either by natural infection or 
vaccination. Since these variants are more 
transmissible, if the public is not compli- 
ant with recommended safety measures, 
more exposures and infections will easily 
occur. The increased number of cases will 


put more strain on health care resources, 
lead to more hospitalizations, and poten- 
tially more deaths. 


Q: Will the currently available vaccines 
protect against the variants? 

A: Based on the most recent evidence, 
the currently available COVID-19 vaccines 
can still broadly protect you, albeit at dif- 
fering level of efficacy, from the circulating 
variants, B.1.1.7 (UK), B.1.351 (South Afri- 
ca), the P.1 (Brazil) and the two variants 
— New York and California. The B.1.351 
(South Africa) variant more significantly 
impacts efficacy of the available vaccines. 
B.1.526 (New York) strain appears to have a 
similar effect but much less so. Recent re- 
ports also suggest that these variants may 
evade the immunity from natural infection 
or escape the antibodies from previous 
infections. Similarly, this can impact the 
efficacy of the COVID-19 monoclonal anti- 
bodies authorized to treat COVID-19. This 
is closely being investigated and hopefully, 
more information will be available in the 
near future. 


Q: What is not known about the variants? 

A: We still do not have a complete pic- 
ture of how widespread these variants are 
in the United States and around the world. 
The CDC is now closely monitoring this as 
it has huge implications epidemiologically. 
As mentioned above, these can affect fu- 
ture decisions and interventions in order 
to curb the pandemic. For example, vac- 
cine designs and booster shots are already 
being discussed in order to get ahead of 
the circulating variants. 


Q: Do we expect other variants to sur- 
face? 

A: Yes, expect more variants to occur in 
the future unless we stop the circulation of 
the virus in the community. As mentioned 
above, if there is less viral replication, 
there is less chance for viral mutations, 
hence variants, to occur. 


Q: Will the new variants prolong the pan- 
demic? 

A: The new and emerging variants can 
potentially prolong the pandemic because 
of their ability to be more easily transmit- 
ted. This will also depend on other factors 
such as compliance of the communities 
to public infection control measures, our 
ability to detect these variants, the vacci- 
nation rates in the community affecting 
the chance of achieving herd immunity 
sooner than later, the risk of reinfection, 
and availability of effective treatments on 
the new variants. 


For more information on Baystate 
Health, visit baystatehealth.org. 


COVID-19 testing at Holyoke 
Community College extended 


HOLYOKE — Even though infection 
rates have been dropping and vaccina- 
tions are becoming more readily available, 
free “Stop the Spread” COVID-19 testing 
at Holyoke Community College has been 
extended through June 2021, according to 
the Holyoke Board of Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC is con- 
ducted six days a week in parking lot H 
near the western entrance to the Donahue 
Building on the colleges main campus, 
303 Homestead Ave. 

Wait times for tests are not nearly as 
long as they used to be, according to site 
administrators, with only a handful of ve- 
hicles lined up at the busiest times. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop the 
Spread” drive-through testing site since 
last summer to help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the campus 
from Homestead Avenue, turn left onto 
the Campus Road and proceed to park- 


ing lot H. There will be signs and parking 
attendants on site to manage the flow of 
traffic. 

The HCC testing site is open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 7 
a.m. to 11 a.m.; and Tuesday and Thursday 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massachusetts 
residents, and conducted on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. There are no appoint- 
ments and no referral is necessary. Turn- 
around time for results is typically four 
days or fewer. 

More information on all of the Stop the 
Spread test sites across the tate can be 
found at: https://www.mass.gov/info-de- 
tails/stop-the-spread 

Please Note: Testing may sometimes 
be cancelled due to inclement weather. Be 
sure to visit the Holyoke Board of Health 
website for up-to-date information on 
cancellations: https://www.holyoke.org/ 
departments/board-of-health 
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Reminders: 

All students should be checking their 
Naviance accounts on a regular basis. 
There is so much valuable information 
for all students, whether youre headed 
directly into the work force, the military, 
or college upon graduation from AHS. If 
you cant access your account, please be in 
touch with your School Counselor. 

Colleges and universities will be host- 
ing information and recruitment events, 
in a variety of formats, in the next couple 
of months. Check the colleges’ websites for 
more information and to confirm the date 
and time of the event. While campus vis- 
its may look and feel different during this 
time, it is important to take advantage of 
these programs to learn as much as you 
can about the schools that are of interest 
to you. 


$cholarship Information: 

The 2021 Student-View Scholarship 
Program is offering $13,000 worth of schol- 
arships to high school seniors who plan to 
attend a four-year, community/junior col- 
lege or career school. Students can apply at 
www.student-view.com. Applications are 
due no later than April 22, 2021. 

The Kyle J.W. Hendricks Scholarship 
Fund provides a scholarship to support a 
student at AHS with a passion for a trade 
or the arts. The purpose of the scholarship 
is to shift the attention away from the stu- 
dent enrolled in every club or after-school 
activity. In the spirit of spreading Kyle’ 
light, the scholarship fund would like to 
shine the light on a student who may have 
never thought trade school or college was 
an option. Scholarship applications, which 
are available in Naviance, must be sent to 
Ashley Hendricks/Counseling Center by 
April 24, 2021. The student who best qual- 
ifies will be awarded a scholarship in the 


amount of $1,000. Any questions regarding 
the scholarship can be directed to Ashley 
Hendricks at the following email address: 
Ashley.hndrcks@gmail.com. 

The Agawam Athletic Hall of Fame 
Scholarship is open to any Agawam High 
School senior who participated in in- 
terscholastic athletics at Agawam High 
School and is planning to continue his/her 
education. Students who have applied to a 
two-year, four-year, or certificate program 
at an accredited institution are eligible for 
consideration. 

Financial need, good citizenship, aca- 
demic achievement and athletic achieve- 
ment are all possible 

criteria for selection. A $500.00 schol- 
arship will be awarded to one qualifying 
student-athlete. This is a 

non-renewable scholarship. Applica- 
tions are available in Naviance and are due 
no later than April 27. 

Elevated Boston is awarding two $2,500 
scholarships. This scholarship is open to 
high school seniors who will be entering 
college as a freshman, current students, 
transfer students, and graduate students 
attending a Massachusetts College or Uni- 
versity in the fall of 2021. The deadline to 
submit your application is April 30. Win- 
ners will be notified on or around June 1. 
For more information, visit www.elevated- 
boston.com. 

The Sandy Mazur Spherion Excellence 
in Leadership Scholarship awards up to 
$2,500 to outstanding students who are 
aspiring to further their education with 
college, technical, or skilled training. This 
scholarship honors the contribution of 
Sandy Mazur to Spherion and the Spherion 
owner community and recognizes gradu- 
ating high school students who best repre- 
sent the qualities of excellence and passion 
Sandy displayed during her distinguished 
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career at Spherion. Sandy served as our 
Spherion President for over 16 years. Re- 
quirements: «Must be a college student or 
soon to be high school graduate -Pursue 
a continuing educational program at a 
2-year, 4-year institution, or trade school 
«Applicants achieve a 2.5 GPA or above. 
Applications can be submitted at http:// 
pbynd.cc/js4ye and are due no later than 
April 30. 

The Roberta G. Doering PTO will award 
two $500 scholarships to former students 
of the Doering School (formerly known 
as the Agawam Middle School) to help 
offset college expenses. The scholarships 
are based on merit and financial need. We 
encourage all graduating senior who qual- 
ify to apply! The application is available in 
Naviance and is due no later than May 1. 

The American College Foundation 
(ACF) is offering a Visionary Scholarship, 
with multiple winners selected to each 
receive between $1,000 and $5,000. The 
application process is quick and easy and 
financial need is not considered. All may 
apply. The application is available at Amer- 
icanCollegeFoundation.org and the dead- 
line is May 1. 

The Arthur J. Leary Scholarship will be 
presented to an Agawam resident who will 
be pursuing a degree in Business Manage- 
ment beginning the September after high 
school graduation. Please see Naviance for 
an application. Applications must be re- 
ceived by May 1. 

The Robinson Park School PTO will 
be awarding 1 or more Barbara Skolnick 
Scholarship(s) to a student or students 
who attended Robinson Park School. The 
total amount awarded will be up to $500 
for either one person or divided up to a to- 
tal of 2 applicants. A complete application 
packet include an essay regarding a mem- 
orable event or experience that happened 





to you during your years at Robinson Park 
School. Please include the grade you were 
in and the teacher you had at the time. Ap- 
plications are available in Naviance and 
are due no later than May 1 (please note 
that the deadline has been extended to 
May 1). 

The Disabled American Veterans Chap- 
ter 11, Ted Hamel Memorial Scholarship 
application is now available. Applicants 
must be a current DAV member or relat- 
ed to acurrent DAV members, such as son, 
daughter, grandchild, great-grandchild, 
nephew or niece. You must also be a high 
school senior or DAV member accepted 
to a college, trade, vocational, or technical 
school. You will need to have your spon- 
sors name, signature, and DAV member- 
ship number. Applicants from previous 
years may apply each year as they proceed 
through their education. Applications are 
available in Naviance and are due by May 1. 

The Wisegeek Entrepreneurship Mat- 
ters Scholarship is a $500 scholarship 
open to students with an entrepreneurial 
spirit. While not required, the program will 
look for candidates with a track record of 
overcoming challenges and a penchant for 
continuous growth. Applications can be 
completed in less than two minutes and 
are due by May 1. For more information 
visit Wisegeek online: wise-geek.com/en- 
trepreneurship-matters-scholarship.htm 

The Stephen Phillips Memorial Schol- 
arship Fund is pleased to offer renewable 
college scholarships ranging from $3,000 
to $17,000 per year to students who have 
financial need, display academic achieve- 
ment, and have demonstrated a desire to 
make a meaningful contribution to society, 
both present and future. Applications are 
posted at phillips-scholarship.org or avail- 
able in Naviance. The application deadline 
for high school students is due by May 3. 


HCC opens registration for summer and fall classes 


HOLYOKE — Registration is now open 
for summer and fall classes at Holyoke 
Community College, and that includes ap- 
proximately 400 classes that will meet on 
campus for in-person learning beginning 
Sept. 7. 

Summer classes at HCC are being of- 
fered in both five-week and seven-week 
formats: Summer Session I begins June 6 
and runs five weeks; Summer Session II 
begins July 12 and runs five weeks; HCC’s 
full summer session runs for seven weeks, 
with classes starting June 7 and June 8. 

With the exception of some courses in a 
few specific academic areas, most summer 
classes are being offered fully online or ina 
blended remote format (a combination of 


scheduled virtual class meetings and on- 
line course work). 

For the fall 2021 semester, howev- 
er, HCC plans to add at least 400 classes 
across the curriculum that will meet on 
campus at least part time for in-person 
instruction, with many meeting as much 
as 100 percent in person. HCC will also 
continue to offer fully online classes and 
blended remote classes for students who 
might be more comfortable with those op- 
tions. 

“As more residents of Massachusetts 
are able to be vaccinated throughout the 
spring and summer, we expect that the 
spread of COVID-19 will be greatly reduced 
by fall,” said Mark Hudgik, director of Ad- 





HCC Foundation scholarship 
deadline Friday, April 16 


HOLYOKE - ‘The deadline to apply for a 
Holyoke Community College Foundation 
scholarship for the 2021-2022 academic 
year is Friday, April 16. 

More than $245,000 in awards is avail- 
able for incoming, continuing and transfer- 
ring HCC students through more than 150 
different scholarships. 

Students must be currently enrolled at 
HCC or have been accepted for the upcom- 
ing academic year to be eligible for scholar- 
ships, which are awarded through the HCC 
Foundation, HCC’s nonprofit fundraising 
corporation. 

“Now more than ever, as more students 
and families face financial insecurity due 
to COVID-19, scholarships are essential 
to helping students succeed, said Aman- 
da Sbriscia, vice president of Institutional 
Advancement and executive director of 
the HCC Foundation. “Amid this challeng- 
ing year, our donors have responded with 
extraordinary generosity, and we are so 


erateful for their continued belief in HCC 
students and our mission.’ 

Applicants only need to fill out a single 
online form to be automatically matched 
with the scholarships they are most qual- 
ified to receive. There are scholarships for 
new students, current students and stu- 
dents transferring to other institutions, 
scholarships based on financial need, 
scholarships for students in specific ma- 
jors, scholarships for residents of certain 
communities, and scholarships that recog- 
nize academic achievement. 

For the 2020-2021 academic year, the 
HCC Foundation awarded scholarships to 
more than 200 students. 

To view scholarship opportunities and 
begin the application process, please go to: 
www.hcc.edu/scholarships. 

Questions should be directed to the 
HCC Foundation office at 413-552-2182, 
or email the scholarship team at scholar- 
ships@hcc.edu. 


missions. “We will still be taking steps to 
mitigate exposure. For example, masks 
and social distancing will be required, on 
campus Class sizes will be smaller, and we 
will continue to monitor the situation and 
be prepared to shift to remote learning if 
necessary. However, we think this is an im- 
portant step on the return to normal life. 

To maximize available options for stu- 
dents, HCC will continue to offer multiple, 
flexible start dates during the fall 2021 
semester: Full fall semester classes start 
Sept. 7 and run for 14 weeks; Fall Start 
II classes being Sept. 27 and run for 12 
weeks; Fall Start III classes begin Oct. 27 
and run for seven weeks. 

“Students can choose from all of the 


available class modalities as well as start 
dates to create a schedule that best meets 
their individual needs, Hudgik said. 

To help prospective students make in- 
formed decisions, the HCC Admissions of- 
fice is holding weekly virtual information 
sessions on the following Tuesdays from 
noon - | p.m.: April 20, April 27, May 4, May 
18 and May 25; as well as Tuesday, May 11, 
from 6:30 — 7:30 p.m. 

To register for one of these live Zoom 
information sessions with an HCC Admis- 
sions counselor, please go to: hcc.edu/Vvis- 
it-campus 

For more information on HCC classes 
or to enroll, please visit hcc.edu/admis- 
sion or call 413-552-2321. 


Please send us your Birthday, Anniversary and Wedding 
announcements. Send us a short announcement no more than 
40 words and a photo if possible. 


We will publish them in our Car Parade Section! 
aan@turley.com 
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_— Robert and Jessie Rivers 
| th tard | “ celebrate 70th anniversary 


KITCHENS 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8om; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 


KroftMcid (ia a OUTSIDE 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM f th 


BIG 
BOX 


SUPPORT 
COMMUNITY 
BUSINESSES 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 


The family of Robert R. and Jessie M. (Perry) Rivers of Feeding Hills wish to celebrate the beginning of their 
journey together of Jan. 27, 1951 with this year marking their 70th wedding anniversary. This is a monu- 


N OW mental year marking also Robert’s 95th and Jessie’s 90th birthdays. Robert has been a life-long resident of 
Agawam and married Jessie (from Mattapan) in St. Therese Church in North Agawam, the church his family 

and French community helped to build. He served in the Navy during WWII and subsequently was a long- 

ACCEPT] N G time employee of the Springfield Armory until it closed and then retired from Westover Air Base. Jessie 
still very much enjoys singing locally professionally, was an employee of Mass Mutual, Sarat Ford, and had 


retired from Westfield Ford. They have enjoyed many years in Feeding Hills and are amazingly independent 


REG ISTRATIO N S and still going strong. They are proud of their family consisting of one daughter, two grandsons, and two 


great granddaughters, all of whom are proud of them for modeling strength, sensibility and most of all, love. 


Lower Pioneer Valley | scHOOL YEAR 
EARLY LEARNING Licensed by MA 
CENTER Department of Early 


Education and Care 
to sewe children 2.9 
to 6 years old. 


Salon moves 


sa S Hair Salon 786-69 





A unique environment fostering 
learning, growth, and community. 


For more information: 
Call 413-735-6388 or email 
aisner@lpvec.org 174 Brush Hill Avenue 
Visit us at http://lpvctec.org/elc/ West Springfield, MA 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives. 





For more information on business coverage for the Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway@ SUBMITTED PHOTO 
turley.com. After 11 years at their old location, Angela’s Hair Salon has moved down the street to 788 Springfield Street. 
$$. A TURLEY PUBLICATION $$$ ANA A Pictured at her new location is Anglea Poon (right) and stylist Paula Fopp, both of whom have more than 20 


www.turley.com 


years of experience. They recently celebrated a grand opening at the new location. 


GRAND OPENINGS 
$5.99 HAIRCUTS THROUGH APRIL 30TH 


USDA INSP. FROZEN yN fo] 5 Veo 
BONELESS & SKINLESS HAIR SALON. 


CHICKEN THIGH MEAT vex Ht “i,) Ramla eesnce aaa 





USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF 
RIB EYE STEAKS 


lb 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 


CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST... Hib 


USDA INSP. FRESH 











PORK BUTTS USDA INSP. FROZEN WALK-INS WELCOME {© .. 
WHOLE sesssssssssssssssssvssssszan Ib ee ONE CHICKEN LEGS ALL HAIRCUTS $1 6 ai oF Color 
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN BEEF CHUCK 1/45 tray Pak suttssssssssssss88000 b> Te $2 ee | $5 OFF 





WITH THIS AD. EXP. 5/31/21 


PORK LOIN RIB END 
or LOIN END ROAST... > Bit 


USDAINSPFRESH i(ai‘(‘(‘(it;é‘<s;:;*;:*~™” Tuesday Senior Discount $13 


SRUMNSTICKS nsec... 69° Criminal Defense 


ROAST or STEAKS 


Ib 

























USDA INSP 
COOKED CORNED BEEF...... Ib USDA INSP TRIAL ATTORNEY 
%, _/ GROUND FRESH DAILY MBO 13/15 COUNT _ ATTY ANTHONY C. 
(80% LEAN BONAVITA 
USDA INSP FROZEN GROUND BEEF RAW EASY PEEL SHRIMP... ea 41 3 E 37 41 68 
BEER FEE [eeeerrerreeeeeee Ib 7 LB 490M Outlet B 90 Avocado St. a = © 
USDA INSP FROZEN BAG eat Outlet Springfield 1380 Main St.. Suite 410 
PIG. FEE [geese Ib Ib : 413-737-1288 Sprinafield. MA 
ISDA INSP FRESH Sia euruae Thurs. 8-6 * Fri. 8-6 Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com P - sh A Espafil ’ 
BEEF SHAN KS Tet tee Ib 4/22/21 - 4/28/21 BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION « SERVICE rs ee Pregunta por Marisol 





BASKETBALL 





PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Unified basketball is normally a fall sport, but was postponed to the 
Fall 2 season. Agawam has gotten to play several games against 
teams from Holyoke, Monson, and Chicopee over the past few weeks. 
Above, Dharbi Cooper and Meadow Dion work together on a play. 
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SPORTS 


Unified basketball action 


Jomar Sanchez looks to make a pass. 





Meadow Dion makes her way down the court. 





RACING 


Williams looking for another title run 


SEEKONK - Two years ago, 
Ronnie Williams became the 
second driver not named Matt 
Hirschman to win a Tri Track 
Open Modified Series presented 
by All Phases Renovations cham- 
pionship. In 2021, he looks to do 
it again. 

Williams, driving for veteran 
car owner Gary Casella, returns 
to Tri Track driving the familiar 
No. 25 he’s taken to Victory Lane 
before, and hopes to be consis- 
tent enough to contend for the 
title at the end of the six-race 
schedule. 

“Gary can be a clown when 
youre around him, it’s fun,’ Wil- 
liams said. “If you look at Gary, 
you might not think he can set up 





a race car... but every single place 
we go, we are fast. He wants to 
win, I want to win.... and we just 
work well together. 

Williams is set for another 
busy year as a driver, competing 
full-time chasing his third SK 
Modified championship at Staf- 
ford Motor Speedway, while also 
running with the Tri Track Series 
and some select NASCAR Whel- 
en Modified Tour and Open Mod- 
ified events. Over the last three 
years, Williams has become one 
of the quickest and most success- 
ful rising stars the Modified ranks 
in New England offers. 

“It's fun, Williams said of all 
of his driving ventures. “It’s better 
when we are winning... last year 
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Ronnie Williams is among the drivers looking to make his way back to a 


championship this season. 


we didnt have as much success 
as we would have liked, but hope- 
fully this year we can turn it back 
around and have some more fun.’ 

Tri Track will visit three New 
England race tracks in 2021 
-- Monadnock Speedway, Star 
Speedway and Seekonk Speed- 
way. Williams has previous wins 
at Monadnock and Seekonk, but 
has yet to hold the checkered flag 
at Star. 

“I dont have a ton of laps at 
Star but I love it,’ Williams said. 
“It's a weird little track. We al- 
most had a win there in the SBM 
when Ron Silk beat us, which was 
a great race. It’s one track that 
both Gary & I really want to win 
at this year. Hopefully we can get 
it done, 

Williams knows the compe- 
tition is going to be stout, and 
the path to wins, or the champi- 
onship, will not be easy with Tri 
Track. 

“You have a guy like Matt 
Hirschman racing and a lot of 
people from a lot of different 
parts of New England coming to 
run with Tri Track,’ Williams said. 
“Tt provides some of the best rac- 
ing and brings the best drivers.’ 

The Tri Track Open Modified 
Series presented by All Phases 
Renovations season begins on 
Saturday, May 1 at Monadnock 
Speedway. For more information 
on the Tri Track Open Modified 
Series, visit TriTrackModifieds. 
com and follow the series on so- 
cial media. 


TOURNAMENT 


MIAA activity 





picking up 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - It has been a rar- 
ity for a team from Western 
Massachusetts to qualify for the 
Division 1A tournament, a spe- 
cial tournament for select elite 
teams in various sports. 

A lot of questions have been 
raised about the future of the 
Division 1A tournament now 
that the state is going to a state- 
wide tournament and eliminat- 
ing the sectional tournaments. 

Last Thursday, the Tourna- 
ment Management Committee 
met to discuss the subject. 

The Division 1A tournament 
will likely be delayed until 2025 
in order to allow the MIAA and 
its various sport committee to 
compile four years of data un- 
der the new structure. 

Division 1A tournaments are 
dependent on the sport, and 
not all sports hold one. Hockey, 
basketball, soccer, and _ base- 
ball and softball are among the 
sports that could possibly hold 
tournaments. The 1A tourna- 
ment has been held for hock- 
ey in previous years with Pope 
Francis, previously Cathedral, 
taking part in the tournament 
often. 

Baseball has also been a 


sport that has had a 1A tourna- 
ment in recent years, with many 
of the state's elite teams qualify- 
ing to play in it. The teams that 
qualify often would abandon 
their section tournaments to 
participate in the 1A event. 

According to the proposal 
made to the TMC, any approved 
1A tournament must have a for- 
mat that includes selection and 
seedings using the same pow- 
er-rating/ranking system that is 
used for the other tournaments. 

Recently, as part of the move 
to go to a statewide tourna- 
ment, Maxpreps was secured to 
organize tournaments and col- 
lect information for rankings for 
state tournaments. Maxpreps 
is expected to use a formula to 
compile power rankings in or- 
der to see tournaments. It is not 
known exactly what the formu- 
la will be, but it could be a mod- 
ified version of the Walker sys- 
tem, a ranking system utilized 
by teams from Western Massa- 
chusetts for tournaments. The 
system was developed for use 
due to the vast diversity among 
the schools in the region. 

The proposal also says any 
1A tournament must be sin- 
gle elimination tournaments. 
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Premier Lacrosse League coming to Gillette 


FOXBOROUGH - The Premier Lacrosse 
League (PLL) powered by Ticketmaster 
announced today that the league will re- 
turn to Gillette Stadium to kick off the 
2021 season with an opening five-game 
slate June 4 through June 6. 

“Theres no better location to kick off 
our 2021 tour than Gillette Stadium,’ said 
PLL Co-Founder and CMO Paul Rabil. 
“Our inaugural weekend in 2019 was a 
huge success. ‘The fans in New England are 
passionate, and the Patriots organization 
is exceptional. 

The PLL season will begin at Gillette 
Stadium for the second time, getting un- 
derway with a primetime matchup be- 
tween Cannons LC and Redwoods LC un- 
der the lights on Friday, June 4. Saturday's 
slate includes a championship rematch 
between Whipsnakes LC and Chaos LC, 
followed by Archers LC taking on Atlas LC. 
On Sunday afternoon, Cannons LC will 
return to the field against Waterdogs LC, 
and the weekend will be capped off with 
a matchup between Chrome LC and Red- 
woods LC. 

The PLL is a tour-based model fea- 
turing eight teams and the worlds best 


lacrosse players. In addition to being full- 
time employees and receiving health ben- 
efits, players get equity stakes in the league 
— a first in professional sports. The league 
recently announced a merger with Major 
League Lacrosse, leading to the addition 
of the PLLs eighth lacrosse club, Cannons 
LC. 

The 2021 PLL season will include 11 
tour stops from June to September. For the 
third consecutive year, PLL games will be 
distributed via an exclusive media rights 
agreement with NBC Sports Group with 
action being shown through a combina- 
tion of NBC, NBCSN, and Peacock TV. 

The PLL played its inaugural weekend 
at Gillette Stadium in 2019, and had an- 
nounced plans to open the 2020 season 
at the home of the six-time Super Bowl 
Champion New England Patriots and New 
England Revolution before COVID-19 
forced the adjustment of the season to a 
three-week quarantined and fanless tour- 
nament. Gillette Stadium has also hosted 
five NCAA Men's Lacrosse Championships 
since 2008 and holds the NCAA Men’s Di- 
vision I Championship attendance record 
(2008: 48,970), the top three attendance 


records for Division I National Champi- 
onship Games since 2012 (2012: 30,816, 
2018: 29,455 and 2017: 28,971) and the top 
three Division II and Division III National 
Championship attendance records (2017: 
31,560, 2008: 24,317 and 2009: 24,072). The 
venue hosted professional lacrosse games 
in 2015, and was recently awarded the 
2025 and 2026 NCAA Mens and Division I 
Women's Lacrosse Championships. 

Kraft Group President-International 
Dan Kraft, who was a collegiate lacrosse 
goalie for Tufts University in the 1980s and 
served on the executive Board of the 2018 
Federation of International Lacrosse's 
World Championships Host Committee, 
expressed his continued support for the 
league and its ongoing potential to further 
grow the sport in the New England region 
and throughout the country. 

“We are thrilled to continue our in- 
credible partnership with Paul and Mike 
Rabil and the Premier Lacrosse League 
and once again host the league's opening 
weekend at Gillette Stadium this summer, 
Kraft said. “We sincerely missed hosting 
professional lacrosse in 2020 and cannot 
wait to welcome the world’s best lacrosse 


players back to Foxborough in 2021 for an 
exciting opening weekend. We feel Gillette 
Stadium is the countrys preeminent la- 
crosse venues and look forward to hosting 
another world-class event promoting the 
sport in such a large and passionate la- 
crosse region. 

Under the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts reopening plan, Gillette Stadium 
will safely welcome fans to each game, and 
tickets are available now for all five games 
at Ticketmaster.com. 

The PLL will work with its venue part- 
ners to maintain compliance with local 
and state governance regarding health 
and safety best practices. This will include 
standardized weekend-to-weekend health 
and safety measures, including but not 
limited to: seating pods, social distancing, 
enhanced venue cleaning, mobile ticket- 
ing, hand sanitation stations, staff and at- 
tendee mask requirements. Similar to the 
2020 season, the PLL will be working with 
a committee of medical professionals to 
develop health and safety protocols for all 
players, staff and fans. For more informa- 
tion about the PLL and the 2021 season, 
visit www.premierlacrosseleague.com. 





Presenters named for 
Basketball Hall induction 


SPRINGFIELD - The Naismith Memo- 
rial Basketball Hall of Fame announced 
today the list of Hall of Famers scheduled 
to present the Class of 2020 at the En- 
shrinement Ceremony to be held Satur- 
day, May 15 at Mohegan Sun Arena. More 
than 50 Hall of Famers are expected to be 
in attendance for the ceremony, includ- 
ing all presenters. 

Members of the Naismith Memori- 
al Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2020 
were asked to select previous inductees 
to accompany and present them to their 
peers. The choice is solely the decision 
of the incoming Hall of Famers, or their 
family members if recognized posthu- 
mously. 

The Class of 2020 inductees are long- 
time FIBA executive Patrick Baumann, 
18-time NBA All-Star and five-time NBA 
champion Kobe Bryant, 10-time WNBA 
All-Star and four-time Olympic gold med- 
alist Tamika Catchings,15-time NBA All- 
Star and three-time NBA Finals MVP Tim 
Duncan, 15-time NBA All-Star and nine- 
time NBA All-Defensive First Team se- 
lection Kevin Garnett, three-time NCAA 


National Championship Coach of Baylor 
Kim Mulkey, five-time Division II Nation- 
al Coach of the Year Barbara Stevens, 
four-time collegiate National Coach of 
the Year Eddie Sutton, and two-time NBA 
Champion coach Rudy Tomjanovich. 

The 2020 Hall of Fame Inductees and 
Presenters: 

Patrick Baumann, presented by Russ 
Granik (13), Vlade Divac (19) 

Kobe Bryant, presented by Michael 
Jordan (09) 

Tamika Catchings, presented by 
Alonzo Mourning (’14), Dawn Staley (13) 

Tim Duncan, presented by David Rob- 
inson (09) 

Kevin Garnett, presented by Isiah 
Thomas (00) 

Kim Mulkey, presented by Michael Jor- 
dan (09) 

Barbara Stevens, presented by Geno 
Auriemma (06), Muffet McGraw (’17) 

Eddie Sutton, presented by John Cali- 
pari (15), Bill Self (17), Sidney Moncrief 
(19) 

Rudy Tomjanovich, presented by Cal- 
vin Murphy (93), Hakeem Olajuwon (08) 





Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment has recently joined Instagram. You 
can find our account by searching “tur- 
leysports. We will regularly feature sam- 
ples of photos that you will see in our pub- 
lications on a weekly basis. Please follow 
and share with your friends and loved 


ones. 

We will be featuring photos from all 
11 of our sports sections in the coming 
weeks, but as always, you can see all the 
photos that appear by subscribing to your 
local paper or picking up a copy in your 
community. 





Valley Wheel seeks new players 


REGION - The Valley Wheel Over-30 
Baseball League is looking for new play- 
ers for the 2021 season, which is set to 
begin at the end of April. Players who are 
28-years-old prior to June | are eligible 
to play in the league this season, howev- 
er, only those 30 by June 1 are eligible to 
pitch. The league includes six teams and 
there is a 15-game season that begins on 
Sunday, April 25. Games are 12 Sundays, 
a special Mother’s Day weekend Saturday 
game, and two weekday night games un- 
der the lights. The season ends the final 
week of July with the playoffs for the top 


four teams during the first two weeks of 
August. 

While tryouts have completed, there 
are still open roster spots among the six 
teams in the league. The league will con- 
tinue to accept applications for new play- 
ers throughout the season. All players bat 
and every player spends at least four in- 
nings in the field in a nine-inning game. 
The league will be playing with some mi- 
nor modifications due to the COVID-19 
pandemic to start. For more information, 
please contact League Commissioner Jim 
Nason at wheell2@comcast.net. 





Sign up for Quabbin Valley Baseball 


REGION - The Quabbin Valley Base- 
ball League is an age 28-and-over league 
which plays its games Sundays at 10 a.m. 
beginning in late April and concluding in 
late August. It is a six-team league and a 
15-game schedule with all teams getting at 
least one playoff game at the end of August. 

The league is seeking new players to join 
in the fun. The cost to play in 2021 is $192.50 
and registration can be found at www. 
quabbinvalleybaseball.org. Games are 
mostly being played this year in Easthamp- 
ton and South Hadley. Players who wish to 
pitch in the league must be 30-years-old. 

Sign-ups will continue to be open as the 
league still has open roster spots for new 


MIAA § from page 9 


There are currently no multi-elimination 
tournaments with the exception of con- 
solation rounds for wrestlers. But that is 
an individual, not a team tournament. 
According to the proposal, data will 


players. Players who sign up in the first few 
weeks of the season should be able to be 
placed with a team. 

The leagues first games are scheduled 
for Sunday, April 25. For the 2021 season, 
there is a mask-wearing rule, as well as 
modifications that prohibit any type of 
spitting or close contact, and players are 
required to take out all trash they bring in 
with them. 

The league allows the use of BBCOR-cer- 
tified -3 bats as well as wood bats. Games 
are nine innings and all players who partic- 
ipate get to hit and play the field. For more 
information or to contact someone from 
the league, go to the league's website. 


be analyzed in the next four years in or- 
der to see if dominance exists in particu- 
lar sports and if there is a need to estab- 
lish the elite tournament across the state. 

There was a 12-2 vote approving the 
proposal and recommending it to the 
MIAA Board of Directors. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 


birth 


<() announcements 


entage 


announcements 


ment |weddin | no 
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Autism Connections holds 30th annual conference 


REGION - April is Autism Awareness 
month, and Autism Connections, the west- 
ern Massachusetts Autism Center serv- 
ing families and individuals in Berkshire, 
Franklin, Hampshire and Hampden coun- 
ties, is hosting their 30th Annual Autism 
Conference on April 29. 

The day-long virtual educational confer- 
ence brings together hundreds of parents, 
caregivers, educators, people with autism, 
self-advocates, professionals, organiza- 
tions and service providers to build aware- 
ness and knowledge, be inspired and make 
meaningful connections. 

“The conference is virtual this year, but 
the engagement that people associate with 
the annual conference will be the same. 
said Karen Serra, Director of Autism Con- 
nections. “We know how busy people's days 
are right now, Serra said. “We are thrilled 
to be able to offer all who register access to 
recordings of the conference until Decem- 


ber 2021” 

Morning and afternoon breakout ses- 
sions led by experts will focus on topics as 
they relate to autism, including “Boundar- 
ies and Relationships, “I Used to Be Bul- 
lied for Having Autism - Here's When it 
Stopped, “Combating Diagnostic Dispari- 
ties in African Americans, “Individualized 
College Support for Students in Need of 
Transition Services’ and many more. 

Educator, writer and global advocate 
Morénike Giwa Onaiwu is the morning key- 
note speaker, and will also present a break- 
out session titled, “Forged by Fire: The In- 
tersection of Race, Disability, and Gender. 

Stacey Gordon, an American puppeteer 
who is best known for portraying Julia, a 
four-year-old female Muppet with autism 
on Sesame Street, is the afternoon keynote 
speaker. Gordon, who is the mom of a child 
with autism, will also present a breakout 
session on “Puppeteering for Parents and 


Professionals’ on connecting with children 
through puppets. 

This years event is made possible in 
part thanks to the generosity of Presenting 
Sponsor “Radcliffe is the Reason and Ar- 
thur Too! Fight for Autism.’ 

For more information about Autism 
Connections or the 30th Annual Autism 
Conference, visit AutismConnectionsMa. 
org or email autismconnections@path- 
lightgroup.org. 


About Autism Connections 

Autism Connections was founded in 
1989 by parents of children with autism 
and has served thousands of local families 
as they navigate the complicated world of 
autism. 

Staffed by Autism Specialists, Autism 
Connections works closely with fami- 
ly members to provide a wide variety of 
services and activities through offices in 


Easthampton and Pittsfield, and through 
referrals by the Department of Develop- 
mental Services. 

Autism Connections is a program of 
Springfield-based Pathlight, a leading so- 
cial services organization serving people 
with intellectual and developmental dis- 
abilities in western Massachusetts. 








GARDEN & from page 1 


Reduce, reuse, recycle! I first became fa- 
miliar with this catch phrase back in 1990, 
when Earth Day celebrations went global. 
In the context of plastic pots and other 
containers used to grow or move plants, 
I'd like to think that the local Mom and Pop 
shop would take back the pots you bought 
their plants in and use them to grow next 
years crop. If not, maybe you could reuse 
them to start some homegrown seedlings 
and recycle the rest. I sure do, and when 
they get old and tattered I double them 
up! An even better solution for earth-con- 
scious growers would be to replace plastic 
with fiber (stronger than peat and made 


SECURITY & from page 4 


Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmen- 


VIRTUAL & from page 1 


hood in the Valley. We believe a stronger, 
united Pioneer Valley is a better place to 
live for all of us. 

The very first Pioneer Valley Virtual 
Lions community project will launch the 
week of April 19th in the form of a pho- 
to and video contest. We will challenge 
youth and families to take positive action 
on the issue of alcohol litter in the Pioneer 
Valley and to raise awareness of impaired 
driving. We believe our children and teens 
deserve a clean, safe Pioneer Valley to live, 
learn, and play in. Learn more by visiting 
the Pioneer Valley Virtual Lions on Face- 
book and Instagram, @PioneerValley- 
Lions. 

The Lions Club has always been an ac- 


from recycled materials to boot). 

Use the least toxic measures to control 
bugs and other garden thugs. Beer to trap 
slugs, and baking soda for black spot, the 
list of remedies to fight garden maladies 
is numerous and not always a stretch of 
the imagination. If you choose a chemical 
option, follow the manufacturer’s recom- 
mendations. Assuming that more is better 
is outdated and dangerous thinking! We 
especially worry about our pollinator pop- 
ulations these days. 

Conserve water. We all know that wa- 
tering during the heat of the day results in 
lots of moisture lost to evaporation while 
watering in the evening can make plants 
more prone to disease. What to do? For 


tal entity. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us at ss- 
advisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 


tive group, including participating in the 
concert series held at School Street Park 
during the summer as well as various fairs 
and gatherings within the community. The 
Lions Club has often had a turn at running 
the concession stands at concerts as well 
as the Harvest Fair held in the fall. 

The concert series was held last year 
because social distancing at the events 
was possible, but the fair was not. 

The Lions are on the lookout for new 
members as well. According to them, “it’s 
an exciting time to be a Lion in the Pioneer 
Valley.’ For information on membership or 
PVVL initiatives, please contact President, 
Christopher DiMauro (413.348.9526, skidi- 
mauro@comcast.net) or Secretary, Cheryl 
Terramagra (978.873.1986, pioneervalley- 
lions@gmail.com). 





VACGINE & from page 1 


The site was set to open on Tuesday and 
is known as the “West of the River Regional 
Collaborative Vaccine Site.’ 

While members of the National Guard 
and other volunteers have been deployed 
to other sites in the state, it will be mem- 
bers of the Hampden County Sheriff's De- 
partment that will be volunteering to assist 
with the site. 

Sheriff's Department staff will do intake 
and administration at the site, while para- 
medics from the surrounding towns, in- 
cluding Agawam and West Springfield, will 
be in charge of administering the vaccines. 

Vaccines began at 12 noon Tuesday and 
will be continuing from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. daily. Vaccinations will be performed 
at the transportation building. Gate 1 will 
be utilized for entering and exiting the site. 

Early on, supply will be limited. About 
1,500 doses of vaccine will issued to the site 
per week. The site has the ability and the 
personnel to do many more shots per day, 
and hopefully more doses will be allocated 
to the site in the coming weeks. 

There are a little more than 2 million 
Massachusetts residents who are fully vac- 
cinated. More than 3 million have received 


at least their first shot. About 200,000 peo- 
ple in the state have received the one-shot 
vaccine from Johnson & Johnson, which 
has now been paused due to questions 
about its side effects. 

As of Monday, all adults and those age 
16 and older are eligible to make an ap- 
pointment to receive a vaccine. According 
to the site, residents in Agawam as well 
the other participating towns in the site, 
including West Springfield, Westfield, and 
Southwick, have a couple of options in 
making an appointment. 

Residents can utilize the state's vaccine 
appointment website, or they can call their 
local health departments and secure an ap- 
pointment through them. Residents who 
receive a first dose of the Pfizer or Mod- 
erna vaccines are usually given a second 
appointment date once they have received 
the first shot. 

Locally, appointments are also available 
at Big Y and Stop & Shop supermarkets, 
Walgreens and CVS pharmacies, and the 
mass vaccination site at the Eastfield Mall 
in Springfield. Residents are encouraged to 
get vaccinated as soon as possible to help 
drive down new cases and achieve herd im- 
munity, which Baker estimated at approxi- 
mately 4.2 million people vaccinated. 


happy, hydrated plants water in the early 
morning hours instead. Hand watering 
at the base of each plant or using soaker 
hoses or drip irrigation is far better than 
overhead sprinklers when it comes to con- 
servation and disease prevention. 

Extend the harvest. Do you know how 
far most fruits and vegetables have to trav- 
el to reach the local supermarket? Proba- 
bly far more than the average American 
travels in a year's time. Frustrated? Then 
read up on various methods of extending 
the use of your own garden bounty past 
the growing season. ‘This could mean 
growing a few veggies like winter squash, 
onions or garlic, all of which store well. It 
could also mean trying your hand at freez- 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Ocean surface 
indicator (abbr.) 

4. American time 

7. Satisfaction 

8. Diving duck 

10. Very small 
amount 

12. Metrical units 

13. An ignorant or 
foolish person 

14. Sino-Soviet 
block (abbr.) 

16. It may sting you 

17. Turn outward 

19. Perform on 
stage 

20. “CSI” actor 
George 

21. Localities 

25. Make a choice 

26. Indicates 
position 

27. One of Thor’s 
names 


29. Indian musical 
rhythmic pattern 

30. “The Raven” 
author 

31. Take in solid 
food 

32. Legendary QB 

39. Sorrels 

41. Organization of 
nations 

42. Texas 
pharmaceutical 
company 

43. Mathematical 
term 

44. Expression of 
disappointment 

45. Abba _, Israeli 
politician 

46. Hide away 

48. Salad restaurant 

49. Daughters 
of Boreas 
(mythology) 

50. Men’s fashion 


ing or drying some of your produce for use 
in the offseason. I just thawed out some 
roasted peppers for dinner tonight. It is a 
good feeling. Few of us can feed ourselves 
entirely, but whatever we can grow offsets 
the rest. 

Enjoy Earth Day while rethinking your 
gardening practices. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question’ in the 
subject line. 


22. spanish dances 

23. Town in Central 
Italy 

24. Cars need it 

2/.Mimics 

20. Rocky peak 

29. Cigarette (slang) 

31. One point south 
of due east 

32. Soap actress 
Braun 

33. Large 
domesticated 
wild ox 

34. Island nation 

35. Appear 

36. Addictive 
practices 

37. Loss of control 
of one’s body 

38. Type of poster 

39. Greek mountain 

19. Creative 40. Funny person 
endeavor 44. One and only 

20. Icelandic poem 4/7. Pouch 


accessory 

51. Political action 
committee 

52. Unhappy 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Make unhappy 

2. Heard the 
confession of 

3. Capital of Taiwan 

4. Fiddler crab 

5. Brazilian dances 

6. Fit with device to 
assist breathing 

8. Brother or sister 

9. Pastries 

11. “Lone Survivor” 
director Peter 

14. Boat type (abbr.) 

15. Apertures 


(biology) 
18. Suffix 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 15 
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How to help kids make triends at school 


The average student likely spends 
more time at school and participating 
in extracurricular activities with class- 
mates than he or she does at home. In 
close proximity to so many peers, it 
may seem like making friends would 
be a snap. However, some students have 
trouble connecting and can use a little 
push to make friends. 

The family and parenting resource 
Parenting Science notes that research 


guage. Wearing earbuds or exhibiting 
negative body language, such as crossed 
arms or avoiding eye contact, can make 
a person seem less approachable. Smil- 
ing, engaging in conversation and be- 
ing friendly can make it easier to make 
friends. 

e Ask teachers to help. The education 
resource Understood says teachers can 
give children responsibilities, such as 
the opportunity to hand out snacks or 


the body toward the speaker and mak- 
ing relevant verbal responses are some 
active listening strategies that can help 
kids more fully engage with their peers. 
Feeling valued and listened to may 
encourage other children to be more 
friendly and engaging. 

e Ask open questions. The social net- 
working advisement site Young Scot 
suggests having students 
ask open questions, such 


kick-start in-depth conversations. 

e Join a team or club. Students often 
make friends in social or extracurricular 
settings, such as on a sports team. With 
a shared interest, it’s easy to find topics 
to discuss. 

Making friends in school can make 
time spent in the classroom more enjoy- 
able for youngsters. 
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proaching a group. Em- 
phasize to kids that oth- 
er students may also be 
a little shy and looking 
to make friends. 

e Practice conversa- 
tion starters at home. 
Children can work with 
their parents to come 
up with topics that can 
help foster communi- 
cation. These can in- 
clude ice breakers and 
common interests, such 
as favorite television 
shows or video games. 

e Teach kids ap- 
proachable body lan- 


Adventures Await You 
This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 
Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 
From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 


THIS SUMMER, 


YOUR CHILD CAN HAVE FUN 
AND LEARN NEW SKILLS! 





Bement Adventure Camp 
Limited spaces still available in Session I: July 5 - July 16 


SSAT Prep and Robotics 


; ! 
Programs also available! YouTube Content Creators/FX Masters 


DY=\V<)(e) oe) a bres al-lalalslm ®lasssi-aler-eme)a-lareliarce 
editing, graphics and sound effects skills. 





Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 


PATHFINDER TECH 2021 


SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 


Register online at: www.PathfinderTlech.org 
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Battle Royale: 

WEL Cw ela dalixctroy aa (cm dle (vem er-lia(= 
Use 3D game development software to 
design your own! 


ROBLOX Makers 
BUI emo] Dm aalelel-)icw-|alemerastoikcualamalel"i-)aluela= 
In your own ROBLOX world. 


Plus... 


Minecraft Redstone Engineers 
ViTel=YomCr-laal-wavaliaarciaiele 
eSports Apprentice 

Code Breakers + 
Virtual Reality 

Javascript Developers 


Auto 
Body 


Baking 
FUNdamentals 


Tale 
aaleceds 
more! 
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Summer Fun 
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HANDS-ON FUN FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 3 THROUGH 8! 
SESSION DATES: "YOUTHCAMP@PATHFINDERTECH. ORG 
WEEK #1 JULY 6-9 =f EIST RATION "MORNING DROP OFF AT 8:00 A.M. 
WEEK #2 JULY 12-16 § “PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 

WEEK #3 JULY 19-23 “AFTERNOON PICK UP 2:45-3:15 P.M. 

WEEK #4 JULY 26-30 DR L 1S “SNACKS AND LUNCHES PROVIDED 
REGULAR PRICE: $250/WEEK (5 DAY) | $200/WEEK (4 DAY) | $800 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $675 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 
EARLY BIRD: $225/WEEK (5 DAY) | $180/WEEK (4 DAY) | $750 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $600 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 


ONLINE PROGRAMS 
June 6 — August 16 
Ages 8 - 14 


Visit hcc.edu/summer 


HOLYOKE 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 








ummer vacation offers students a 

respite from lessons and the rou- 

tine of school. Children might 
once have eagerly awaited those final 
days of classes so they could lounge 
poolside, skip rocks across ponds and 
spend the long days of the season play- 
ing with friends. But many of today’s 
youngsters spend much of their sum- 
mer vacations indoors playing with 
their digital devices. 

Perhaps that's why one of the last ves- 
tiges of the classic summer vacation es- 
cape — summer camp — remains such 
a viable option for parents who want 
their children to get outdoors once the 
school year ends. 

Although kids needn't be in camp all 
summer long, a week or two can ben- 
efit campers of all ages. The following 
are five reasons why summer camp 
might be the right fit this year. 

1. Explore talents. Summer camps 
help young people explore their unique 
interests and talents. Under an orga- 
nized, yet often easygoing, camp sched- 
ule, kids can dabble in sports, arts and 
crafts, leadership, community support, 
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BELCHERTOWN 
SUMMER FUN 


— : _ Children are our top priority! 
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and so many other activities that may 
not be fully available to them else- 
where. 

2. Physical activity: Lots of camps 
build their itineraries around physical 
activities that takes place outdoors. 
Campers may spend their time swim- 
ming, running, hiking, playing sports, 
climbing, and so much more. This can 
be a welcome change for kids accus- 
tomed to living sedentary lifestyles. 
Regular physical activity has many 
health benefits and can set a founda- 
tion for healthy habits as an adult. 

3. Gain confidence. Day and sleep- 
away camps offer campers the oppor- 
tunity to get comfortable in their own 
skin. Camps can foster activities in 
self-esteem by removing the academ- 
ic measures of success and fill in with 
noncompetitive opportunities to suc- 
ceed. Campers learn independence, 
decision-making skills and the ability 
to thrive outside of the shadow of their 
parents, siblings or other students. 

4. Try new things. Camp gives chil- 
dren the chance to try new things, 
whether that's learning to cook, explor- 
ing new environments or 
embracing a new sport or 
leisure activity. Opening 
oneself up to new oppor- 
tunities can build charac- 
ter and prove enlightening 
for children. 

5. Make new friends. 
Camp is a great place to 
meet new people and 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 
As low as $31.50/day. 


School Age Summer Program for children 


who have completed K-6th grade. 


Summer 


make lifelong friends. Campers flood 
in from areas near and far. This pro- 
vides kids with a chance to expand 
their social circles beyond their imme- 
diate neighborhoods and schools. 
Camps benefit children in a variety 


reasons why summer camp is a good choice for kids 


of ways. Lessons learned in camp can 
strengthen values, build confidence, 
develop coping mechanisms when ad- 
versity strikes, and enable campers to 
make lifelong friends. 





‘Camp Marshall 


Day & Overnight Options for 


Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 
Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 e Leadership Programs 
Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 


Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 


Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net ¢ 508-885-4891 ¢ 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 


June 21st - August 27th 
Space is Limited 
Reserve your position today! 


Camps 
in Performing Arts, 
Debate & Public Speaking 


For more information, visit 
www.belchertowndayschool.org 
(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 


THOMPSONS 


day & residential options available 
sbschool.org/summer 


> Co-@d © Grades 1-8 
ew =, “ute 28 - Auiet s 


“i 


SUMMER GYMNASTICS [ose 3 cot 


OT a mw «. 
- Space is 
limited 
so don’t 
wait! 


WWW.THOMPSONSGYM.COM | he oS 


Race into summer at Camp MacDurr 
1 


Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true meaning 
of summer...having fun and making friends! 


Camp MacDuffie offers six weeks of exciting camp experiences: 


Week 1: June 28-July2 Week 4: July 19 - 23 
Week 2: July 5-9 Week 5: July 26 - 30 
Week 3: July 12 - 16 Week 6: August 2 - 6 


Camp programs include: 
Arts e Athletics © Coding * Creative Writing * Dance ¢ Theater ¢ Science ¢ Culinary Arts 


Monday-Friday 9am-3pm ® Area field trips and lunch included 
Additional morning and afternoon hours available 


Register now for summertime fun at summer.macduffie.org 


, The MacDuffie School * 66 School Street ¢ Granby, MA 01033 ¢ 413.255.0000 Ext.110 


-413-532-0374 e:tgymnastic@aol.com 
200 OLD LYMAN RD., SOUTH HADLEY 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


RETIREE PAYS CASH 
for stamp collections, 
large or small. 

Will evaluate or buy. 
Questions?? 

Ron (413)896-3324 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 


Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 
Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(41 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 
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STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


RUTLAND, MASS 25TH ANNU- 
AL TOWN WIDE YARD SALE. 
Sat. April 24 -— 250+ participants. 
Maps at town lines and on Common 
(Rts 122A and 56) starting at 7:15 AM. 
Rain or Shine. Join the Fun! 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Support our community! 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





a ee Phone: = 
State: Zip, 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA WU Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
aE Xp. Date CCV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 





AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2***xex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 


CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 


driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


April 22, 2021 


Call us at 413.283.8393 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


Sl 









ey BLANDFORD 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


BELCHER 
GRANBY 
gal BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 








EAST 
BROOKFIELD 










BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 
a 


Subtotal 


x Number of Weeks Le) 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN 

AND GARDEN, LLC- 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


Call The Leak Expert. Roof Leaks, 
Slate Repairs, Gutters Cleaned and 
Repaired. Free Estimates. Call 
George (413) 221-3188 


April 22,2021 I 
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RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We 
clean out all. Prompt courteous ser- 
vice. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Dumpster service available. DiRico 
Properties (413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212. 


TUNE UPS 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 
Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 











STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


pay Se 


aa a ove 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy. Be] a4) 
413-219-6839 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


Www.newspapers.turley.com 


Public Notices 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 





ASSISTANT HAIRSYLIST with 


hairstyle license. Will train. Busy salon. 


Do not need ciientale. Tuesday-Satur- 


day. Information call 413-786-6988 


PAINTER PART TO FULL TIME. 
No fear of heights. Must have vehicle 
and valid drivers license. Will train 
right person if not experienced. Steve 
(413) 477-8217 


SHORT ORDER COOK. Breakfast 
and Lunch. Full or Part Time. Local 
Area. John (413)537-2455 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


WAS BROTHERS CONSTRUC- 
TION Is now taking applications for 
the following positions: Skilled Labor- 
er - Underground utility construction. 
Truck Driver/Laborer - required to 
perform both. Must be able to pass a 
background check, DOT physical and 
drug/alcohol testing. Applications ac- 
cepted between 9:00am-2:00pm M-F 
@ 2378 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA. 
Paid major holidays, vacation, medical 
insurance after 90 days and SIMPLE 
IRA offered. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 








FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita- 
tion, or discrimination because of 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such prefer- 
ence, limitation, or discrimination.” 
We will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 





WANTED TO 
RENT 


Two mature adults with excellent refer- 
ences seeking to rent a 2/3 bedroom 
apartment with washer/dryer hookups 
in apartment. Ludlow or surrounding 
area. Call Sandra (413) 583-4746 after 
10am. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 

The Agawam City Council 
will conduct a public hearing 
on Monday, May 17, 2021, 
at 7:00pm on TR-2021-32 
the Capital Improvement 
Program for Fiscal Year 2022 
to Fiscal Year 2026 as submit- 
ted to the City Council by the 
Mayor on April 15, 2021. 

The Capital Improvement 
Program is a prioritized plan 
of proposed capital improve- 
ments over the next five fiscal 
years. A capital improvement 
is a project or undertaking 
which provides for the plan- 
ning, design, construction, 
reconstruction, renovation or 
replacement of a public build- 
ing or facility; an addition to a 
public building or facility; the 
purchase of land, buildings or 
facilities for a public purpose; 
or a long range development 
study. 

Any member wishing to 
provide testimony during the 
Public Hearing on TR-2021- 
32 may do so by dialing 
1-978-990-5187 and using 
access code 8476635 fol- 
lowed by # sign. Calls must 





be made at 7:05pm to provide 
testimony. This public hear- 
ing will be live-streamed on 
the Town of Agawam’s web- 
site at www.agawam.ma.us 
and will also be televised on 
Cable Access Channel 15. 
TR-2021-32 is available for 
public inspection by emailing 
the office of the City Clerk for 
an electronic copy at vgios- 

cila@agawam.ma.us 

BY ORDER OF: 
Christopher C. Johnson, 
President 
Agawam City Council 

04/22, 04/29/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21 P0668EA 
Estate of: 
Louis Michael 
DeChristopher 
Also Known As: 
Louis M DeChristopher 
Date of Death: 
February 22, 2021 
INFORMAL PROBATE 


PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Gina M Hodovanec of 
Feeding Hills MA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Gina M Hodovanec of 
Feeding Hills MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal pro- 
cedure by the Personal Rep- 
resentative under the Mass- 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 


orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

04/22/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD19P0562EA 
Estate of: 

Marlene Mary Longhi 
Date of Death: 12/20/2018 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 

A Petition for Order 
of Complete Settlement 
has been filed by Alfred J 
Longhi, Jr. of Petersburg, NY 
requesting that the court enter 
a formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including a deter- 
mination of testacy and heirs 
at law and other such relief 
as may be requested in the 


Agawam Advertiser News 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Petition. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 05/10/2021. 
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: April 08, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
04/22/2021 


Legal Ad 
AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 


The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, May 
6, 2021 at 6:00 PM. The 
purpose of this hearing will 
be to hear the request of the 
Rowley Street Development 
Trust on a Revision to the 
Definitive Plan of “D’ Amato 
Way”. Due to COVID 
restrictions the meeting will 
be held remotely through 
Zoom. Interested parties can 
contact the Planning Board 
at pkerr@agawam.ma.us for 
more information, to provide 
written comments prior to the 
meeting or attend via the fol- 
lowing: 

Join Zoom Webinar: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/8 1356467566? pwd=U Lhs 
dO0OpodzQvMxcOTD 
kKvWEtETHVIUTO9 

Passcode: 829935 

Webinar ID: 813 5646 
7566 one-tap mobile: Or join 
by phone: (646) 558 8656 

By Order of 

Mark R. Paleologopoulos, 

Chairman 
04/22, 04/29/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Now through April 30 


Bring 10 items for the 
Dakin Humane Society, get 
10% off your materials*. 


In memory of Ollie Baxter 


Featuring MANNINGTON. 
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VISIT US TODAY: 


55 North Main Street 


56, Veh Sik 


AlliedFlooringAndPaint.com 
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FLOORING - PAINT - DESIGN 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
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Sen. Lesser announces annual 
high school spring essay contest 


2071 prompt focuses 
on living and learning 
through the pandemic 


REGION - Senator Eric P. Lesser sent 
a letter to high school principals in the 
First Hampden and Hampshire District 
announcing his annual essay contest for 
high school students and calling for stu- 
dent submissions. 

In 300 to 500 words students are 
asked to look at a community issue 
through the lens of their experience of 
living and learning during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Winners will receive recogni- 
tion by Senator Lesser and a Citation 
from the Massachusetts Senate. 

“This has been a very different year 
for educators and students, said Sena- 
tor Lesser in the letter. “I would like to 
encourage students to reflect on this 
different year and use this opportuni- 
ty to reconsider what they would like 
to see changed and how they see our 
Commonwealth rebuilding to move for- 
ward. My hope is that this will energize 
our young people and help them under- 
stand the power they have to make a dif- 
ference in their community, in the lives 
of others, and certainly their own lives.’ 

This has been a very different year for 
you as a student due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and its effect on all of our 
lives. The pandemic has highlighted the 


strengths and shortcomings of many of 
our policies and institutions. Students 
are encouraged to reflect on this dif- 
ferent year and use this opportunity to 
reconsider what you might like to see 
changed and how you see our Common- 
wealth rebuilding to move forward. 

Students are invited to think of one 
issue that is facing their community to 
write about. 

« Describe what the issue is and who 
it affects. 

« Think, imagine, and research an 
idea for how to address this issue in your 

community. 

« Explain how you would solve this 
issue facing your community. 

This one issue that affects your com- 
munity could be something that affects 
you personally, affects a group of peo- 
ple or even affects your whole com- 
munity. This issue could be something 
your community needs or something 
that could be changed. Is your solution 
something that you could start yourself, 
or is it an action that a group, your town 
or State could take on? Describe your 
unique idea for a solution to this issue 
and explain how it could be implement- 
ed. 

The deadline for submission is April 
30 and essays can be submitted elec- 
tronically to 

Senator Lesser’s Constituent Services 
Director, Jennifer P. Metsch at Jennifer. 
Metsch@MaSenate.gov. 


TJ. 
BARK MULCH 


INC. 


a 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 


Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar 
Playground ¢ Forest Blend « Topsoil 


Red, Black & Brown — 
Seasoned Firewood [Ei facebook. 


Co), 'A OF-N 1-241 (cm BD) KOCo) -9-W nhs =e KO). | 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


| 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 


error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


TITANG TALKS 


TUE., 4/27 - 10 AM-THU., 4/29 - 6 PM 


at sett 


—— Khalil 4/ vn Ss i 
Dorm prefect, D1 College Basketball Recruit, Two: -yealy dorm j was 
Iwo- KA Ne SSS 





Laurel ’21 
Track star, Campus Tour Guide, 


VP - Black Student Union | Twin, French Horn Player Titan Ambassador 





Turle yo 


teeth & INC. 








www.newspapers.turley.com 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
BARRE GAZETTE 
COUNTRY JOURNAL 
CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 
THE LUDLOW REGISTER 


es TurleyPublications 


QUABOAG CURRENT 
THE SENTINEL 
THE SUN 
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 
TOWN REMINDER 
WARE RIVER NEWS 


RSVP at www.wma.us/admission 


For families interested in grades 6-12, PG. 





